
NORTH CENTRAL WISCONSIN 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
210 McClellan Street, Suite 210, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403 
Telephone:  715-849-5510     Fax:  715-849-5110 
Web Page: www.ncwrpc.org   Email: staff@ncwrpc.org 
 
SERVING ADAMS, FOREST, JUNEAU, LANGLADE, LINCOLN, MARATHON, ONEIDA, PORTAGE, VILAS AND WOOD COUNTIES 

 
 

 

PROVIDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION, LAND USE PLANNING, AND 

TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE SINCE 1973. 

 
MEMORANDUM: 
 
To: Advisory Committee 

From: Fred Heider, AICP 

Re: Advisory Committee meeting, September 29th. 

Date: September 2016 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We will review the attached discussion sheets that started with the below worksheet: 
 
 
Land and Water Resource Management discussion: 
 
A. Are there significant anticipated changes in local land use changes in the future? 
 
 
B. Are there near future changes in development density patterns? 
       If yes, then where and when? 
 
 
C. What trends exist in: farming practices? 
 
  forestry management? 
 
  shoreland development? 
 
 
D. What issues and concerns do you have regarding the above trends and how they may 

affect land & water resources? 
 
 
Identify several goals/priorities the county should focus on: 
 
 
 
 
Lincoln County Land & Water Resource Management Plan (LWRMP) website: 

http://www.ncwrpc.org/lincoln/lwrm/ 
 
Lincoln County Farmland Preservation Plan (FPP) website: 

http://www.ncwrpc.org/lincoln/farmland/ 
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Lincoln County 
Land and Water Resource Management Plan 
 

Goals / Priorities 
As identified by the Advisory Committee 

 
 

A. Water quality 

B. Land use balance, farmer/rural homeowner interests 

C. Blight elimination in rural areas 

D. Terrestrial invasives 

E. Aquatic invasives 

F. Conservation education & outreach 

G. On-farm conservation planning 

H. Evaluating & improving awareness and management of woodlots 

I. Promoting soil health activities 

J. Supporting all conservation activities to improve soil & water quality 

 
 

(NCWRPC addition) 

(USDA‐NRCS addition) 

(USDA‐NRCS addition) 

(USDA‐NRCS addition) 

(USDA‐NRCS addition) 

(USDA‐NRCS addition) 
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Lincoln County 
Land and Water Resource Management Discussion 
 
A. Are there significant anticipated changes in local land use in the future? 
 
 
 

1a. Housing developments coming to Merrill 

Hundreds of housing units are anticipated in the Merrill area to serve existing 
employees that are commuting from out of Lincoln County. 

2a. Major employers retaining employees 

Merrill area employers are having difficulty finding employees to fill their jobs, and 
would like to expand their operations if the workforce existed. 

3a. Gleason area getting large chicken farm (200 animal units) 

This is a large farm for Lincoln County, but does not qualify as a CAFO, because it will 
be less than 1,000 animal units. 

4a. Lincoln Hills School – what is its future? 

With all the news about the School, will the facility remain in existence in a decade? 
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C.  What trends exist in farming practices? 
 
 

1c. Less dairy 

2c. More cash cropping (beans, corn, and beef) 

3c. More boutique farming 

- CSAs, road side stands, strawberry farm, blueberry farm, bee keepers 

- bee keepers, flowers 

- sugar bush, with a major supply store just north of Merrill 

 

4c. Cranberries – not expanding, but farming remaining constant 

5c. Over half of farmers are employed off the farm 

6c. Average age of farmer is 57 

7c. Much less farming 
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Land and Water Resource Management Discussion 
 
C. What trends exist in forestry management? 
 
 

1c. Standing timber is cut for pulp wood in Lincoln County 

2c. Parcelization is an issue; parcels less than 10 acres are out of production 

- 10 acres is necessary for timber clear cutting 

- 15-20 acres needed for timber thinning 

3c. Terrestrial invasives (e.g. plants, bugs, disease, & fungus) 

- affect season of timber harvest, reduces when you can cut 

- human, economic, and environmental health are affected 

4c. Deer 

- decline of workers to harvest timber due to people hunting instead 
of harvesting timber 

5c. Harvesting not occurring when soil does not freeze 

6c. Lincoln County has one of the highest amounts of mom & pop MFL 
enrollments; and they are “open” enrollments. 
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D. What issues and concerns do you have regarding the above trends (see “A” 
and “C”) and how they may affect land & water resources? 
 
 

1d. Water quality decreasing 

- aquatic invasive species 
- algae growth 

2d. Wisconsin River TMDL for phosphorus 

3d. Access to local non-metallic mining needs to be maintained 

4d. County is aging. 

5d. Retirees continue to move into Lincoln County (from Chicagoland and 
Milwaukee areas) and create their own rural home. 

6d. Conservation work (e.g. removing invasives from forests, and grazing) will 
improve soil and water quality 

 

 

 

(USDA‐NRCS addition) 


