In the Interest of ________________________________________

Lincoln County Case No. ________________


ALTERNATIVES AND RIGHTS

On the date shown below, I have read and considered each of the paragraphs below:


1.
I understand that I have a right to have an attorney represent me in this matter.  I know that an attorney may be able to identify defenses and point out rights that I might not be aware of at this time.  I know that I can request the Court to appoint an attorney for me if I do not have the money to hire one myself.  I also understand that I can hire an attorney to represent me.  I (do) (do not) wish to have an attorney represent me in this matter/I wish to have an attorney and will make my own arrangements to obtain one (strike the options which to not apply).  I understand that I may choose to contest the termination o f my parental rights and that I would have a right to a trial by jury to determine whether the grounds for termination of my parental rights have been met.  I understand that a jury would consist of 6 or 12 people who would listen to my case before making a decision as to whether or not grounds for termination of my parental rights have been met.  I do not wish to contest the termination of my parental right and I specifically give up my right to a jury trial.  I understand that I could obtain an attorney and discuss the subject of my right to a jury trial.  I do not choose to do so.  I understand that I have a right to have a different judge hear the matter involving the termination of my parental rights other that the judge who is currently assigned to hear this petition.  I choose not to do so.  I understand that the Court would grant my request for a continuance of the initial hearing on the petition to terminate my parental rights if I desired to consult with an attorney on the request for a jury trial or concerning my request for the substitution of a judge.  I choose not to do so.


2.
I understand that my decision to terminate my parental rights for the purpose of having my child placed for adoption is a final decision and cannot be changed once it has been approved by the Court.  I understand that the termination of my parental rights by the Court means that I will have no right to see the child, to hear from the child, to correspond with the child or in any way direct the future of the child.  I also realize that neither the child nor I can inherit from one another, nor enjoy any other benefits, nor incur any other responsibilities that result from a parent/child relationship.


3.
I understand that if I kept the child, but did not have adequate funds to support the child, that I could apply for public assistance to help with the support.  I also understand that the father of the child, once adjudicated by a court to be the father, /the mother of the child (strike the options which do not apply) may be held responsible for child support payments until the child reaches the age of majority.


4.
I understand that if I kept the child I could apply for Title XIX or some other form of medical assistance to help with medical expenses, which relate to the child.  I understand that an adjudicated father/the mother (strike the options which do not apply) of the child may be responsible for medical expenses if his/her parental rights were not terminated.  That responsibility would end when the child reaches the age of majority.


5.
I understand that it may be possible for me to have the child continued or placed in long-term foster care or placed with a relative so that I may be able to consider my decision for a longer period or time and possibly receive the child at a later date.  I do not wish to have this child placed in long-term foster care or placed with a relative.


6.
I understand that if I am not satisfied with the decision of the Court which orders the termination of my parental rights that I have up to 15 days within which to initiate an appeal from that decision.  I realize that I cannot simply change my mind and have that serve as a basis for an appeal.  The appeal must be taken from the record which has been made during the course of the court hearing and from the pleadings on file and procedures which have been followed.


7.
I certify that I am not on any medication or under the influence of drugs and or/alcohol which would affect my thinking nor am I under any pressure to agree to the termination of my parental rights.  The decision is on which I have thought out carefully and my decision has been reached voluntarily.

8. 
I have neither asked for, nor have I been promised anything of value in exchange for the termination of my parental rights.  I have read and I understand each of the above statements on the two (2) pages.  I understand that I can strike out any paragraphs that I do not agree with or do not understand.

Signed:

Signature








Date

Witness Signature







Date


