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19.01 - GENERAL, ADMINISTRATIVE AND TERMS.  

(1) PURPOSE. This chapter shall prescribe the rules and regulations for the establishment, protection, 
development and management of County parks and recreation so as to provide scenic value, 
recreational benefit and fish and game resources, all in cooperation with the Department of Natural 
Resources.  

(2) SCOPE. Except when the context provides otherwise, the provisions of this chapter shall apply to all 
lands, structures and property owned, leased or administered by the County now held or hereafter 
acquired for park, wayside and special use purpose under the management, supervision and control 
of the Forestry, Land and Parks Committee, hereafter referred to as the "Committee".  

(3) DEFINITIONS. For the purpose of this chapter: 

Beach. Any water or adjacent land area designated as a swim area by standard regulatory markers.  
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Boat Landing. Any site adjacent to water that provides public access to navigable waters.  

Camp or Camping. The use of a shelter, such as a tent, trailer, motor vehicle, tarpaulin, bedroll or 
sleeping bag, for temporary residence or sleeping purposes.  

Campground, Designated. Any tract of land designated exclusively for camping.  

Campground, Group. A campground designated for use by organizational or juvenile groups.  

Campground, Primitive. A campground or tract with minimum or no improvements where camping 
may be permitted, facilities may not be provided and access is by hiking or watercraft.  

Camping Party. Any individual, family, individual group or juvenile group occupying a campsite.  

Camping Unit. A single shelter used for a camp by a camping party, except those used exclusively 
for dining purposes. A single shelter is defined as a trailer, pop-up, motor home, truck camper, tent 
or vehicle. Tarps are not considered a camping unit.  

Campsite. A segment of a campground which is designated for camping use by a camping unit or 
camping party.  

Closed Shelter. Any building or structure capable of being closed to public access and reserved for 
public or private group activities.  

Committee. The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee.  

DNR. Department of Natural Resources.  

Individual Group. A camping party composed of a family and unmarried guests not to exceed 10 
persons occupying one camping unit.  

Juvenile Group. A group of juvenile members of an established organization under the leadership of 
at least one adult for each 10 juveniles in the group and using any number of camping units or 
occupying a group campground.  

Park. The terms "park", "County park" and "Lincoln County Park" are defined to mean all lands and 
water held for park purposes or designated by the Forestry, Land and Parks Committee for park or 
recreational purposes. These lands include, without limitation, parks on County land and privately 
owned lands where the use of these lands has been granted to the County for park, recreational or 
like public purposes.  

Person. Includes any individual, firm, partnership, corporation and association or persons, and the 
singular number shall include the plural.  

Special Recreation Areas. The terms "special recreational area" and "special use area" are defined 
to mean all lands and water held for special recreational purposes or placed under the jurisdiction of 
the Forestry, Land and Parks Committee. These areas include, without limitation, hunting areas, 
fishing areas, ski areas and privately owned lands, the use of which has been granted to the County 
for special use or recreational purposes.  

Wayside. The terms "wayside", "public access", and "boat landing" are defined to mean all lands and 
water held for day use purposes under the jurisdiction of the Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 
and includes, without limitation, waysides, beaches, boat landings, public access points and privately 
owned lands, the use for which has been granted to the County for recreational or like public 
purposes.  

(4) ADDITIONAL RULES, PERMITS, EXCEPTIONS. 
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(a) Rules. Rules and regulations may be made by the Committee governing the further use and 
enjoyment of parks, waysides, special use areas, playgrounds, beaches, boat landings, 
campgrounds, lakes, streams and the facilities thereof. Any person who shall violate such rules 
or regulations may be excluded from the use of such facility and be subject to the penalties 
provided for in §25.04 of this Code of Ordinances.  

(b) Permits. Any person to whom a permit shall have been issued by the County Forest 
Administrator or other authorized park personnel shall be bound by the provisions of all 
ordinances of the County.  

1. Special Events. No organized events shall be permitted on County property administered 
by the Forestry, Land and Parks Department without approval by said department or the 
Forestry, Land and Parks Committee.  

(c) Exceptions. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit or hinder the Committee, its Administrator, 
Supervisors, park caretakers or other authorized agents or any peace officers from performing 
their official duties.  

(5) INSTALLATIONS, PUBLIC UTILITIES AND PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION. The location of all sewers 
and receivers, gas pipes, water pipes, lamp posts, telephone, electric power posts and lines, 
conductors and pumps within any park or wayside or special use areas shall be subject to the 
jurisdiction and control of the Committee and their construction, erection, repair or relocation shall be 
undertaken only after written permission is received from such Committee.  

19.02 - PUBLIC MEETINGS AND SALES.  

(1) PUBLIC MEETINGS. 

(a) Any person desiring to hold a public meeting of any kind whatsoever in any park shall first 
obtain a permit from the Committee or its authorized agent. The permit must be applied for not 
less than 48 hours prior to the scheduled event.  

(b) Permits will be granted for the purpose of holding any lawful public assembly in accordance with 
published regulations governing the reasonable use of parks.  

(2) PEDDLING AND SOLICITING. No person shall peddle or solicit business of any nature whatsoever 
or distribute handbills or other advertising matter, post unauthorized signs or decorative matter on 
any lands, structures or property in any County park or use such lands, structures or property as a 
base of commercial operations for soliciting or conducting business, peddling or providing services 
within or outside of such lands, structures or property unless first authorized by the Committee or its 
authorized agent.  

19.03 - PERSONAL CONDUCT AND NUISANCES.  

(1) PERSONAL CONDUCT. No person in any County park shall engage in violent, abusive, indecent, 
profane, boisterous, unreasonably loud or other disorderly conduct under circumstances in which 
such conduct tends to cause or provoke a disturbance.  

(2) PROPERTY OF OTHERS. No person shall destroy, disturb, vandalize or remove the property or 
personal effects of others without their consent on any property administered by the Committee.  

(3) UNNECESSARY NOISES. No person shall operate sound tracks, loud speakers, motors, 
motorboats, motor vehicles or any other mechanical devices or engage in any activities which 
produce sound levels which are objectionable due to volume intermittence, duration, beat frequency, 
impulse character or shrillness on any property administered by the Committee without first obtaining 
a written permit from the Committee or its authorized agent.  

19.04 - DESTRUCTION, ENTRY, CLEANING AND REFUSE.  

(1) DESTRUCTION AND ENTRY. 
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(a) Destruction, Defacement or Removal. No person shall disturb, vandalize, deface, remove or 
destroy any trees, shrubs, plants or other natural growth or sand and gravel; carve on any 
rocks, archaeological or geological features, signs, walls or structures; drive nails in trees; or 
move, injure or deface in any manner roads and trails, or any structures, including buildings, 
signs, fences, tables or other County property, except with the approval of the Committee or its 
authorized agent.  

(b) Entry and Manipulation. No person shall enter in any way any building, installation or area that 
may be under construction, locked or closed to public use; vandalize or manipulate any water 
control structure, dam or culvert; enter or be upon any building, installation or area after the 
posted closing time or before the posted opening time or contrary to posted notice in any park.  

(2) CLEANING AND REFUSE. 

(a) Washing. The washing of cars, persons, pets, cooking utensils, clothing or fish and game 
cleaning is prohibited in any of the lakes or streams; on any picnic grounds, playgrounds, 
recreation areas, boat landings, parking lots or roadways; or within 50 feet of any pump, 
fountain or drinking water outlet in any County park. The washing of persons, cooking utensils 
and clothing shall be permitted at designated campgrounds or at other authorized and posted 
locations.  

(b) Refuse.  

1. No person shall dispose of any garbage, sewage, bottles, tin cans, paper or other waste 
material in any manner, except by placing in receptacles provided for such purpose, or 
dump any such refuse in any park. Throwing of bottles, tin cans, garbage, sewage or other 
refuse in the water or on the ice of any lakes, streams, recreational trails or along roads on 
any County-owned property is prohibited.  

2. No person shall dispose of any garbage, sewage, bottles, tin cans, paper or other waste 
material unless such waste material is created, accumulated or results from park usage. 
Said generated material must be deposited in designated receptacles. Sewage disposal 
sites are posted at Otter Lake Recreation Area and Camp New Wood County Park.  

3. Charcoal residue must be left in a grate or fireplace until cool or placed in receptacles 
provided for such purpose.  

19.05 - VEHICLES.  

(1) VEHICULAR TRAFFIC. 

(a) No person shall operate any vehicle at a speed in excess of 10 miles per hour or contrary to 
posted speed limits in a designated park area.  

(b) No person shall operate any vehicle in any park in a reckless manner. 

(c) No person shall operate or park any motor vehicle, except as provided for herein, upon any 
hiking trail, beach area, playground, recreational trail, winter sport facility, picnic area or any 
area other than established roads, parking areas, boat ramps and service areas contrary to 
posted notice or in any park seasonally or annually closed to vehicular traffic.  

(d) No person shall operate any motor driven boat in waters of Otter Lake by order of the Towns of 
Harrison and Skanawan and in accordance with §30.77, Wis. Stats.  

(e) Snowmobiles and other snow vehicles are permitted to be used in parks, as long as the use is 
consistent with State law and providing no problems or complaints arise from such action. 
Specific areas where snow vehicles are not to be used shall be posted by the Forestry, Land 
and Parks Committee or its assigns.  

(f) Designated recreation trails in the County Forest shall be kept clear of any unauthorized signs. 
No signs shall be erected without the express permission of the Committee or its authorized 
agent.  
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(g) No person shall operate any unlicensed motor bicycle or motor vehicle, as defined in §340.01, 
Wis. Stats., in any park, wayside or special recreation area or operate a motorcycle without a 
valid operator's permit for motorcycle operations.  

(2) UNLAWFUL PARKING. No person shall park, stop or leave standing, whether attended or 
unattended, any vehicle, obstruction or watercraft in or on any property administered by the 
Committee in any manner:  

(a) As to block, obstruct or limit the use of any road, trail, parking lot, boat landing, waterway or 
winter sport facility;  

(b) Outside of any area provided for such purposes when it is practical to use such areas; 

(c) Contrary to posted notice; 

(d) In any park between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and the following 6:00 a.m., except that vehicles or 
watercraft owned by registered campers residing in adjacent campgrounds are permitted. 
Vehicles used to transport watercraft are permitted at designated boat landings at any time.  

19.06 - FIRES, FIREWORKS, FIREARMS.  

(1) FIRES. 

(a) No person shall start, tend or maintain any fire or burn any refuse, except at designated 
fireplaces, fire rings or grills within any County park. Fires for cooking or heating are allowed in 
campgrounds and picnic areas.  

(b) No person shall leave any fire unattended; throw away any matches, cigarettes, cigars or pipe 
ashes or any embers without first extinguishing them; or abandon any fire contrary to posted 
notice in any County park or recreational facilities.  

(c) No person shall start or possess any fires in or on any property administered by the Committee 
or on any County-owned land on a DNR designated red flag day including, but not limited to, 
campfires, use of cooking grills, smoking of cigarettes, cigars or pipes in the open.  

(2) FIREWORKS, ROCKETS, EXPLOSIVE DEVICES. No person shall possess, fire, discharge, explode 
or set off any squib, cracker or other explosive or pyrotechnic device containing powder or other 
combustible material within the limits of any County park, except that exhibitions of fireworks under 
the direction or by permission of the Committee or its authorized agent are permitted.  

(3) DISCHARGE OF WEAPONS PROHIBITED. (Am. #2012-03-586) No person may discharge a 
firearm, airgun or gas operated gun, slingshot, bow or crossbow or other weapon in a Lincoln County 
park or other recreational facility.  

19.07 - ANIMALS.  

(1) PETS. No person shall allow pets to enter any public building, bathing beach, picnic grounds or 
playgrounds within any County park or run at large at any time on County park grounds. In other 
County facilities pets are permitted, provided that they shall be effectively restrained or under the 
owner's control at all times. No person shall allow his pet to deprive or disrupt the enjoyment or use 
of any area by others.  

(2) HORSES. No person shall ride a horse or have a horse in any County park without authorization of 
the Committee or its agent, except in designated areas.  

(3) HUNTING AND TRAPPING. (Am. #2012-03-586) No person shall take, catch, kill, hunt, trap, pursue 
or otherwise disturb any wild animals or birds in any County park or other recreational facility unless 
authorized by the committee or its agent.  

19.08 - ATHLETICS.  
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No person shall play or practice ball, golf, tennis, archery, other games or sports upon or within any 
County park or wayside, except upon ball fields, tennis courts or appropriate athletic grounds established 
by the Committee, unless such activity in the opinion of an authorized agent of the County does not 
create any problems of use for other purposes for which the area is so provided.  

19.09 - BEACHES.  

(1) BOUNDARY BUOYS, DAMAGE. No person shall swim beyond or disturb or damage a bathing 
beach boundary buoy or marker in any swimming beach in any County park or wayside. No person 
shall move or cause to be within that area of water enclosed by swimming area boundary buoys any 
boat, raft or craft used to transport persons, except inner tubes and air mattresses.  

(2) STORMS AND SWIMMING AREA LIMITS. No person shall: 

(a) Swim, wade or bathe in the water fronting any bathing beach during electrical storms or in 
dangerous weather.  

(b) Swim, wade or bathe within 50 feet of any boat landing. 

(c) Use or possess any glass containers on designated beach sites. 

(3) BEACH ATHLETICS. Except in locations designated for such purposes, no person shall engage in 
any athletic game or sport or in any activity upon a bathing beach or in the water when injury or 
inconvenience to others may result.  

(4) FOOD. No person shall carry or consume food or beverage of any kind in the water adjacent to any 
bathing beach in any park.  

19.10 - CAMPING.  

(1) CAMPING REGULATIONS. 

(a) Camping Permitted.  

1. Camping is permitted at Otter Lake Campground, Underdown Campground, and at Camp 
New Wood Campground. (Am. #2011-09-575)  

2. Camping at Otter Lake and Camp New Wood is allowed only at the designated 
campground and designated campsites.  

(b) Camping Limited; Designated Campgrounds. No person shall camp and no camping unit shall 
remain in a designated campground for a period greater than 14 days from May 1 to October 
31. Thereafter, the camping unit must be removed from the property for at least 48 hours before 
being eligible to return. If the campground is not full, the park supervisor may extend the 
camping period to the camping unit.  

(c) Campsite Occupancy. It is unlawful for more than one camping party to occupy a single 
campsite, except that up to ten members of a juvenile group may occupy a campsite, using any 
number of camping units, on properties which do not have a designated group campground 
area. Not more than one recreational trailer, motorhome, or pickup camper may occupy a 
campsite, unless each pays the required fee.  

(d) Campsite Changes. No registered camping party shall move from its assigned campsite in a 
designated campground without prior approval.  

(e) Campsite Registration. Campers must register at designated registration sites before setting up 
camp.  

(f) Camping Permit Expiration. All camping permits expire at 3:00 p.m. on the last day of the permit 
period.  

(g) Campsite Entry Hours. No camping party shall start setting up or taking down its camping unit 
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., except in the case of an emergency.  
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(h) Campground Closing Hours.  

1. No person, except registered campers in or enroute to designated campgrounds, shall 
enter or be in any County park between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.  

2. Persons transporting watercraft to and from designated boat landings are permitted at any 
hour.  

3. Campers shall not engage in boisterous, unreasonably loud or other disorderly conduct 
during quiet hours from 10:00 p.m. to 6 a.m. in designated campgrounds. (Cr. #2011-09-
575)  

(i) Campground Closing Dates.  

1. Otter Lake Campground, Underdown Campground and Camp New Wood Campground are 
open for camping year-round. Picnic areas, campgrounds and other park facilities are not 
plowed for vehicular traffic during the winter months, but can be accessed by non-wheeled 
vehicles. (Am. #2011-09-575)  

2. Designated boat landings may be used at any time for access to the lakes. 

3. Notwithstanding subparagraphs 1. and 2., the Committee retains sole discretion to close 
any lands or facilities covered in this chapter at any time.  

(j) Campsite Parking. No person shall park any motor vehicle outside the parking area designated 
at each campsite and not more than 2 motor vehicles are permitted at any campsite.  

(k) Campsite Use. Campsite use shall be on a first come, first served basis.  

(l) Camping Prohibitions; Posted Notice. No person shall camp on any lands under the 
management, supervision or control of the Committee contrary to adopted rules and regulations 
of the Committee or its authorized agent.  

(m) Camping Violations. Violation of any State law or any rules of the Committee or this chapter by 
a member of a camping party is cause for revocation of the camping privilege.  

19.11 - FEES, CHARGES AND DEPOSITS.  

(1) FEE SCHEDULE. No person shall use any facility, shelter, land or area for which a fee or charge has 
been established by the Committee without payment of such fee or charge.  

(a) Camping fees for tent, trailer or other camping shall be charged only at Otter Lake 
Campground, Underdown Campground, and New Wood Campground. No overnight camping is 
permitted at other designated park facilities, waysides or special use areas, unless provided 
under subsection (2). (Am. #2011-09-575)  

(b) Fees for camping shall be established and shall be subject to periodic change at the discretion 
of the Committee. A fee may be charged for wood supply.  

(c) Fees for shelters located at Camp New Wood and Tug Lake Recreation Area shall be 
established and shall be subject to periodic change at the discretion of the Committee. If 
shelters are not in use or rented, shelters may be used on a first come, first served basis.  

(d) No refunds shall be given for camping, user fees or shelter reservations, except in emergency 
situations as deemed appropriate by the County Forest Administrator. (Am. #2011-09-575)  

(e) No person shall use a recreational trail or facility that requires a user permit without first 
acquiring the proper permit and paying any associated fees. (Cr. #2011-09-575)  

(2) SPECIAL FEES. Any park structure, facility or area other than the above may be reserved or rented 
for special purposes subject to the approval of the Committee. The Committee or its appointed 
agent, at its discretion, may set the charge for this facility.  

19.12 - PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT.  
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(1) PENALTY. Except as otherwise provided, any person found to be in violation of this chapter or any 
rule or regulation promulgated hereunder shall be subject to a penalty as provided in §25.04 of this 
Code of Ordinances.  

(2) ENFORCEMENT. 

(a) An alleged violator of any of the provisions of this chapter can forfeit his right to remain on the 
premises for at least 48 hours. Authorized County park personnel and/or authorized peace 
officers shall have sole discretion to terminate the alleged violator's privileges to remain on the 
premises. No expelled person may return to the property before the eviction period has elapsed. 
Persons expelled are not eligible for refunds for unused camping fees or vehicle admission 
fees. People charged with violent, assaultive or disorderly behavior may be expelled until after 
the case is adjudicated in court. [Nr. 45.04(3)(b)]  

(b) Any peace officer of the County or any of its municipal subdivisions may without a warrant 
arrest any offender whom he/she may detect in the violation of any of the provisions of this 
chapter, and he/she shall have at all times the right to enter the premises of any County 
building, structure or enclosure in any park or wayside or special use area, including such 
grounds, buildings, structures or enclosures which may be leased or set aside for private or 
exclusive use of any individual or group of individuals for the purpose of determining that there 
is compliance with this chapter and the rules and regulations made by the Committee, and may 
use all necessary legal means to attain that end.  

(c) County park personnel authorized to do so by the Committee may issue citations or civil 
summons for violations committed in their presence of this chapter or rules or regulations made 
by the Committee and shall have at all times the right to enter the premises of any County 
building, structure or enclosure in any park or wayside or special use area, including such 
grounds, buildings, structures or enclosures which may be leased or set aside for private or 
exclusive use of any individual or group of individuals for the purpose of determining that there 
is compliance with this chapter and the rules and regulations made by the Committee, and may 
use all necessary legal means to attain that end.  


