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Except in the case of a voluntary filing in which the Petitioner has already paid the $200 mandatory deposit, minimum monthly payments to Lincoln County in the amount of $25 will be required by the client beginning upon appointment of the guardian ad litem or attorney and shall continue each month thereafter until fees are fully reimbursed. While the case is pending, fees paid will be held in trust and will be applied to the total due at the conclusion of the case. 

Appointment of any attorney shall immediately terminate upon any missed payment by the client and there will be no reappointment until client’s account is paid to date. This provision does not apply to guardian ad litems. 

Upon termination of any appointment due to a missed payment or for any other reason, the Register in Probate/Clerk of Juvenile Court shall immediately notify the attorney in writing to discontinue their services to the client and submit an up to date bill for their services. The Register in Probate/Clerk of Juvenile Court shall also notify the client that the appointment of their court appointed attorney has been terminated. The client will be allowed to reapply for county appointed legal services upon bringing their account current. However, if the appointment is terminated more than twice, the client will forfeit his or her ability to reapply for the appointment of an attorney for the remainder of the pending case. 

The court will grant only one adjournment of any proceeding to allow a party to petition for a court appointed attorney. If the party who requested the adjournment does not have an attorney at the next hearing, his or her right to obtain one is considered waived.  Any attorney accepting an appointment from the court as guardian ad litem or adversary counsel must be available for the next scheduled court date in order for his or her appointment to be confirmed. The court will not grant adjournments or delays due to the attorney’s unavailability. 

The attorney shall submit a final billing statement for payment within thirty days of the Disposition or Final Hearing. In the case of post-determination or post-adjudication proceedings, the attorney shall submit a bill for services within thirty days of any hearing. 

Any appointment as adversary counsel terminates upon disposition or final hearing. 
All appointments as guardian ad litem shall continue as directed by the court in Chapter 48 and 938 matters and upon final hearing in all other matters. 

In addition to fees as set forth in the Fee Schedule, attorneys will be reimbursed for mileage at the current IRS standard rate and any out of pocket expenses which they incur. 

Every attorney seeking payment from Lincoln County shall complete the Attorney’s Affidavit and Order for Payment (gold sheet) available in the Register in Probate/Clerk of Juvenile Court Office. Each affidavit shall have the Fee Schedule attached, with the attorney’s record of time and expenses.

It is not necessary to attach an itemized billing statement unless specifically requested by the court, or if the attorney believes an amount larger than set forth in the fee schedule is warranted. Any fee larger than that in the fee schedule must be approved by the court.
