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Lincoln County Board of Adjustment 

Minutes of Thursday, October 10, 2013 at 8:30a.m. 

Lincoln County Service Center, Meeting room #156 

 

 
 

1. Open meeting and Call to Order –   Meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. in the Zoning Office.  

Members present: Lamer, Hornischer, Steffenhagen, Adams, Brixius & Alternates Prain & Rausch.  Also 

present were Diane Hanson; Land Services Administrator, Dan Bowers; Zoning Program Manager and 

June Winters; Program Assistant.   
 

2. Tour the site in the Town of Harrison that is the subject of the Public Hearing to be held at 10:00 a.m.   - 

Board Members & Bowers left to tour the sites.    The Board & Bowers returned to Room #156 and re-

convened at 10:17 a.m. 
 

3. Approve minutes from the August 22, 2013 meeting -   Motion by Adams, seconded by Steffenhagen             

to approve the minutes from August 22, 2013 meeting.   Motion carried all ayes. 
 

Members present for the public hearing:  Lamer, Hornischer, Steffenhagen, Brixius, Adams, Alternates 

Prain & Rausch.    Visitors: Diane Hanson; Land Services Administrator, Dan Bowers; Zoning Program 

Manager, June Winters; Program Assistant and 5 others.     
 

4. Public Hearing – The public hearing was opened for the request listed below.  
 

Variance 
 

1. A request for a variance by Mark and Dawn Smallish from section 21.07(1) of Lincoln County 

Ordinances to allow for a new home  to be built at  less than the required setback  from Bass Lake, a 

moderate sensitivity waterbody. The property is located in Section 15, T34N, R08E, in the Town of 

Harrison and has an address of N8635 Long Lake Dr. 

 

Mark Smallish was present to explain their request.     They purchased their property in 1989 with an 

existing small cabin on the property.   They have looked at expanding the cabin but have decided that 

rebuilding would make more sense.    They are currently looking at erosion problems and figuring 

out what would be their best course of action.    Hornischer asked if Smallish had problems with the 

recommendations on the staff report.   Smallish said that they did not have problems with them and 

that some were issues that Smallish and his wife had already thought about.    Hornischer specifically 

asked about recording a deed restriction stating that the part of the parcel across the road would not 

be buildable.        Brixius had questions about why they did not wish to build on the other side of the 

road instead of the lake side.  Smallish said that the slopes on the other side of the road would 

prevent building except on the very back of the property.   They would have erosion problems with 

the long driveway they would have to put in to get to the back of the property.   He really does not 

wish to harvest the number of trees it would take to build there.     Brixius was trying to determine 

which would have the least impact on the property.    Smallish said they would rebuild on the lake 

side as close to the road as possible to have less impact on the lake.    The cabin would be further 

away from the lake than the existing cabin that would be removed.     Smallish said that they are 

hoping to have this as a year round home at some time in the future.   Since they have owned the 

property they have already left a lot of the natural vegetation to be re-established. 

 

Dan Bowers was present and sworn in.    He reviewed the staff report for the Board.   He reviewed 

the property features and limitations.    He said that it is important to protect the wetlands around the 

lake.    There were some options that were looked at but they were too close to those wetlands.   He 

discussed the infiltration device for drainage and the need for that requirement.    He discussed 

briefly the rest of the recommendations and the need for them in order to mitigate the impact of the 
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request.     Brixius asked questions to clarify the negative impact on the property to decide the lesser 

of the evils.     Bowers said that he felt that the environmental impact may be similar no matter which 

side of the road they build on.   There was lengthy discussion by the Board & Bowers regarding the 

recommendations and the legal options.     

 

Mike Crass from Schoone Construction in Tomahawk was present and sworn in.    Brixius had 

questions for him as far as a location for an accessory structure and he said that they had tried to look 

at several options.     He said that they tried to design the new dwelling to be in the footprint that 

would be disturbed in order to remove the existing cabin. 

 

The Board asked the applicant to return to the podium.    Brixius asked Smallish if the variance was 

granted, but did not allow for any other structures across the road could he still work with that.    

Smallish said he would need to have a small storage building somewhere on the property he would 

be happy with that and the best place may be on the same side as the proposed new cabin.       Dan 

Bowers returned to the podium because Hornischer had questions regarding the conditions to be 

imposed.   Bowers said that this request did not include a storage building on the lake side of the 

property but the recommendations did not prevent him from building an accessory structure across 

the road on the other portion of the parcel.   

 

Lamer closed the public hearing for the Diamond variance request.    The Board reviewed and 

completed the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order and Determination.   
 

Motion by Hornischer, seconded by Steffenhagen to GRANT ON CONDITION per 

recommendations in the staff report.    CONDITIONS:  

1. All structures, including any proposed retaining walls, must be a minimum of 55 feet to the 

ordinary high water.  Compliant walkways are allowed to the water.   

2. Install and maintain an infiltration device for all roof and driveway runoff, to be designed by a 

licensed engineer and approved by Lincoln County. 

3. All existing nonconforming structures including the cabin, storage shed, camper and roof 

structure must be removed. 

4. The lot shall not be further subdivided.  The lands on both sides of Long Lake Drive shall be 

considered one parcel. 

5. No additional dwellings shall be allowed on the parcel.   

6. The shoreland buffer shall be restored with a view corridor no greater than 20 feet wide. 

7. All other ordinance requirements shall be met. 

 

Motion carried all ayes. 

 
 

5. Adjourn – Motion by Adams, seconded by Steffenhagen to adjourn at 11:02 a.m.    Motion carried all 

ayes. 


