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Lincoln County Board of Adjustment 

Minutes of Thursday, October 27, 2011 at 8:30a.m. 

Lincoln County Service Center, Meeting room #156 

 

 

1. Open meeting and Call to Order – Meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. in the Zoning Office.  

Members present: Lamer, Hornischer, Steffenhagen, Adams, Alternates Prain & Rausch.  Also present 

were Diane Hanson; Land Services Administrator and June Winters; Program Assistant.    Board 

Member Brixius met the rest of the Board at the tour site.    

 

2. Tour the site for the Public Hearing to be held at 10:00 a.m. – The Board & Hanson left to tour the site.      

 

Members present for the public hearing: Lamer, Hornischer, Steffenhagen, Brixius, Adams, Alternates 

Prain & Rausch.    Visitors: Diane Hanson; Land Services Administrator, June Winters; Program 

Assistant and 4 others.    

 

3. Approve minutes from the October 27, 2011 meeting -    Motion by Adams, seconded by Hornischer to 

approve the minutes from October 27, 2011 meeting.   Motion carried all ayes. 

 

4. Update Board on a request by Rick Tjugum (Held over from 8/25/11 & 9/22/11) A request for a variance 

to allow for a patio greater than 200 square feet in area, retaining walls & stairs that are closer than 35 

feet to Lake Nokomis.  The property is located in Section 4, T35N, R06E, in the Town of Bradley and 

has an address of W6417 Camp Rice Point Road. 

 

Diane Hanson updated the Board that staff had just received a letter from WVIC regarding the variance 

request. The Zoning staff will be working over the winter with WVIC and the Tjugum’s to decide how to 

proceed with the variance request. 

 

 

5. Public Hearing – The public hearing was opened for the request listed below.  

 

Variance 

 

1. A request for variance by George and Patricia Mueller from section 21.07(1) of Lincoln County 

Ordinances to allow for a garage less than 75’ to the Tomahawk River. The property is located in 

Section 9, T35N, R06E, in the Town of Bradley and has an address of N11290 Tomahawk River 

Road. 

 

George Mueller was present and sworn in.  He explained their request for the Board.   They would 

like to build a 20’ x 28’ garage on their property for storage.    They would be removing an existing 

shed when the garage is completed.   Hornischer confirmed the size of the requested structure. 

 

Diane Hanson, Land Services Administrator, was present and sworn in.    She reviewed the staff 

report.    She explained the hardship and limitations on the property and stated that the existing 

buffer is not compliant so the staff is recommending that the buffer be restored to ordinance 

standards.   She said staff is also recommending that the structure be no closer than 50’ to the 

OHWM of the inlet on the adjoining property. 

 

Hornischer asked if there was any opposition from the neighbors or town for the request.   Hanson 

stated that no comments had been received one way or another.      Brixius had questions regarding 

the location of the holding tanks.   She also had questions about the existing shed.    Steffenhagen 

questioned a discrepancy regarding the setback on the decision form.   Brixius questioned how much 
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of the buffer had to be restored and Hanson explained the recommendation.    Hanson said that we 

will work with the Muellers to ensure the buffer is compliant with the ordinance. 

 

Lamer closed the public hearing for the Mueller request.  The Board reviewed and completed the 

Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order and Determination.   

 

Motion by Hornischer, seconded by Steffenhagen to GRANT ON CONDITION the variance request 

with the conditions as listed in the staff recommendation.  

CONDITIONS: 

1) The garage shall not be closer than 50 feet to the inlet lying to the north.   

2) The vegetative buffer of the applicant’s lot shall be restored to ordinance standards. 

 
Motion carried all ayes. 

 

7. Adjourn – Motion by Steffenhagen, seconded by Hornischer to adjourn at 10:15 a.m.    Motion carried 

all ayes. 


