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Lincoln County Board of Adjustment
Minutes of Tuesday, December 7, 2010 at 8:30a.m.
Lincoln County Service Center, Meeting room #107

1. Open meeting and Call to Order — Meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. in the Zoning Office.
Members present: Steffenhagen, Hornischer, Adams & Alternate Prain. Also present was Dan Bowers;
Zoning Specialist and June Winters; Program Assistant.

2. Tour the site for the Public Hearing to be held at 10:00 a.m. — The four Board members and Bowers left
to tour the site.  Chairman Lamer & Board Member Brixius met them at the tour site.

Members present for the public hearing: Lamer, Steffenhagen, Hornischer, Brixius, Adams & Alternate
Prain. Visitors: Dan Bowers; Zoning Specialist, June Winters; Program Assistant and 2 others.

3. Approve minutes from November 18, 2010 meeting - Motion by Steffenhagen, seconded by Brixius
to approve the minutes from November 18, 2010. Motion carried all ayes.

4. Public Hearing — The public hearing was opened for the request listed below.
Variance

1. A request for variance by Craig Lang and co-applicant Tim Novitski (Novitski Enterprises) from
sections 17.4.10 of Lincoln County Ordinances to allow for an expansion of a commercial building
which will be less than 63 feet to the centerline of Willow Lane. The property is located in Section
22, T35N, RO6E, in the Town of Bradley and has an address of W5896 County Road A.

Chairman Lamer swore in Joel Novitski and he explained that they wanted to do an addition to their
existing building to accommodate larger trucks. They will have doors in the North and South end of
the building so that the semis can just “drive thru”.  Hornischer asked if they would be removing
the existing storage buildings and Novitski said that some of them would be removed and some
would be kept for storage. Brixius asked the nature of their business. Novitski said they haul forest
products. To work on their trucks they don’t have enough room to work on them inside and end up
doing maintenance outside in the weather. Brixius asked about the narrow distance between the
road and building currently.  She asked about the reconfiguration of the building and Novitski
explained what they proposed. Adams asked if the current building with the doors relocated to the
ends would work. Novitski said the building still wouldn’t be long enough for the larger trucks.
They have a dozen trucks and several trailers so there is quite a bit of maintenance involved.

Dan Bowers was sworn in and went through the staff report with the Board. He did note that the
reduced setback to the lot line also needs to be considered in the request. He said that just
reconfiguring the existing building probably wouldn’t solve the problems and believes there is a
hardship present. Bowers said that the owner may need to obtain state plan approval in conjunction
with our requirements.  They do have a Variance from the Dept. of Commerce regarding a septic
tank setback from 1998.  Hornischer wanted to clarify the issues that they need to reference in their
motion, and Bowers said just the road and lot line setback issues. Hornischer asked about the staff
recommendation giving Town of Bradley review over the site plan for a follow-up Land Use permit
if this Variance is granted. Bowers said he feels that the township should be able to comment on it
in this situation.  Brixius agreed that the town should be able to comment.  Hornischer was
concerned that the town could reverse the Variance if granted.  That is why Bowers said just a
“comment” from the town is being recommended. Adams asked if the pole building to the East is
under the same ownership and Bowers said that it is not.
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Harry Gladwin, from the Town of Bradley Planning Commission was present and sworn in. He
commented that it has been discussed at the town level that the Board doesn’t require township
approval for Variances so he appreciated having the opportunity to comment in this case. He stated
that there were issues in 2007 with the semis parking on Willow Lane and the town of Bradley had
concerns with the road blockage. Zoning worked with the owners to resolve that issue. On a visit
to the site with, Gladwin, Bill Jelinek; Town Supervisor and Kevin Koth; Town of Bradley
Chairman, the conversation was that they couldn’t see any immediate problems with this request and
it would be very beneficial to be able to do maintenance inside the building. This was not “formal”
comments from the Bradley Town Board which they will give after seeing the final site plan
submitted by the applicant. ~ They do have 3 areas of concern they would like clarified by the site
plan. Those being: 1) Parking along Willow Ln. 2) Lighting from new building. 3) They would
like to see the site plan to make sure that construction would not be an eyesore.  Gladwin again
thanked the Board for the opportunity to comment.

Brixius clarified with Bowers that the site plan would be approved within the Land Use issuance
process. He said that the parking issue is the only issue that wouldn’t be regulated by our
ordinance but the town would have authority to police that.

Lamer closed the public hearing for the Lang / Novitski request. The Board reviewed and completed
the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order and Determination.

Motion by Hornischer, seconded by Steffenhagen to APPROVE ON CONDITION with staff
recommendation to reduce the road setback to 55 feet from the center line of Willow Lane and to
reduce the side lot line setback down to 8 feet for the addition, subject to the condition that the Town
of Bradley be allowed to comment on the proposed Site Plan prior to the issuance of a Land Use
permit.

Motion carried all ayes.

5. Adjourn — Motion by Steffenhagen, seconded by Adams to adjourn at 10:31 a.m. Motion carried all
ayes.



