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Lincoln County Board of Adjustment 

Minutes of Thursday, June 27, 2013 at 8:30a.m. 

Lincoln County Service Center, Meeting room #156 

 

 

1. Open meeting and Call to Order – Meeting was called to order at 8:45 a.m. in the Room 156.     

Chairman Lamer waited for Board member Brixius who had problems with a road obstruction and was 

delayed.    Members present: Lamer, Hornischer, Steffenhagen, Brixius, Adams & Alternates Prain and 

Rusch.  Also present were Diane Hanson; Land Services Administrator, Dan Bowers; Zoning Program 

Manager, Laura Boquist; Shoreland Specialist, June Winters; Program Assistant and Steve Schulz.    

 

2. Approve minutes from the March 28, 2013 meeting -   Motion by Steffenhagen, seconded by Hornischer          

to approve the minutes from March 28, 2013 meeting.   Motion carried all ayes. 

 

Board member Hornischer asked to be recused from the “Old Business” item on the agenda.   Alternate 

Board Member Prain took his place. 

 

3. “Old Business” - A variance request by Margaret Schulz Family Trust and Daniel Schulz from sections 

21.07(1) of Lincoln County Ordinances to allow for a patio less than 75’ to Lake Alexander. The 

property is located in Section 31, T32N, R06E, in the Town of Harding and has an address of N2688 

Alexander Lake Road. - 

 

Lamer read the letter that Schulz had submitted regarding his request and referenced an attached letter 

from Jeff Babl, P.E. 

 

Steve Schulz was present and sworn in and he shared pictures of what the vines that he has planted 

would look like when mature.   He reviewed the letter that he had obtained from Jeff Babl, P.E., 

regarding the patio supporting or stabilizing the rock retaining wall.    He said that the letter confirmed 

what the 2 concrete contractors had stated previously.    He reviewed for the Board some of the details of 

the site.    Adams had questions about the original landscaping and retaining walls.    Brixius asked about 

a structure that was in front of the retaining wall.    Schulz explained that it is a boathouse that is 

cantilevered to the slope.    Brixius asked if the engineer addressed the boathouse & deck and Schulz said 

that he had only asked him about the patio and rock retaining wall.    Schulz said that he feels that the 

boathouse could be affected if the patio was removed also.    Adams asked if the engineer had actually 

come to the site and Schulz said that he was only shown pictures and was not actually on site.   Prain 

asked about the area under the wood deck.     

 

Dan Bowers was present & sworn in and reviewed the staff report from the previous meeting.  He stated 

that the staff recommendation remained the same which is to deny the request.   He feels this was a self- 

imposed hardship.      He said that removing the patio portion of the concrete would still work as long as 

an “apron” under the boulders remained.    He feels that if the Board decides to allow the patio to remain, 

the deck should be removed to mitigate that.     Brixius asked Bowers to comment on the letter from the 

engineer.    There was discussion on how the letter could be interpreted.     Lamer asked if Schulz is still 

under the impervious surface limitations and Bowers said that he was.    There was lengthy discussion on 

after-the-fact requests.   Brixius asked about the timeline for this request as it has been going on for quite 

some time.     Bowers said whatever the decision Schulz would be given time to comply with the 

decision.   Prain wondered if the solution sometimes made more of a problem instead of being a solution.    

Bowers explained how he thought in the short and long term the solutions offered were an improvement.      

Again, there was discussion on the pros/cons of the solutions.     

 

Schulz returned to the podium and discussed his interpretation of the engineer’s letter and that is was 

regarding the center of the patio.   Brixius was struggling to determine what part of the patio and the base 
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the engineer was referring to in his determination.    She was hoping to have it more clearly stated.   

There was more lengthy discussion on interpretation of the engineer’s letter. 

 

Chairman Lamer closed the “Old Business” portion of the meeting for the Schulz request.       The Board 

reviewed and completed the Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order and Determination. 

 

Adams requested to abstain from the vote because she feels that she cannot be unbiased due to a zoning 

issue that she is currently personally dealing with.   

 

Motion by Brixius, seconded by Steffenhagen to DENY the request.     Yay votes by Steffenhagen & 

Brixius.  Nay votes by Lamer & Prain.  Adams abstained.  Motion failed. 

 

Motion by Prain, seconded by Lamer to GRANT the request.      Yay votes by Lamer & Prain.  Nay 

votes by Steffenhagen & Brixius.  Adams abstained.    Motion failed.   The request is denied.    

 

Hanson stepped out of the room.      Board member Hornischer returned to the table and Alternate Prain 

joined the audience.    

 

4. Board re-organization and election of officers –  

 

Winters shared that at the June 18, 2013 County Board meeting, Lamer, Hornischer & Prain were re-

appointed to the Board of Adjustment and should be receiving a letter from the County Clerk. 

 

Nominations for Chairman were called.    Motion by Adams, seconded by Brixius to nominate Lamer for 

Chairman.    No other nominations so nominations were closed.    Motion carried unanimously.   Lamer 

remains Board of Adjustment Chairman. 

 

Lamer called for nominations for Vice Chairman. Motion by Steffenhagen, seconded by Adams to 

nominate Hornischer.   No other nominations so nominations were closed.     Motion carried 

unanimously.    Hornischer remains Board of Adjustment Vice-Chairman.    

 

Lamer called for nominations for Secretary.  Motion by Hornischer, seconded by Steffenhagen to 

nominate Brixius.   No other nominations so nominations were closed.    Motion carried unanimously.   

Brixius remains Board of Adjustment Secretary.  

 

The Board took a break at 9:37 a.m.    During the break Nancy Bergstrom, Corporation Counsel, came 

into the room with Diane Hanson and suggested that the Board have a future agenda item to discuss rules 

of order and abstentions.         The meeting reconvened at 9:55 a.m.  

 

Hanson shared that there is one application for the next BOA hearing.  Due to a scheduling conflict she is 

proposing that the meeting be re-scheduled to Thursday, August 1, 2013 which would be one week later 

than the original schedule.    The Board was agreeable to that change. 

 

5. Board of Adjustment Training –   Laura Boquist, Shoreland Specialist, gave a presentation reviewing 

erosion control options for the Board.     At 10:45a.m. the Board, Bowers, Hanson & Boquist left to tour 

sites that displayed the erosion control measures Boquist had discussed.    The sites that they visited were 

on Knight Lake Rd in the Town of Merrill, On Villa Bay Rd in the Town of King & on Rapel Rd in the 

Town of Bradley. 

 

6. Adjourn – Motion by Brixius, seconded by Steffenhagen to adjourn at 12:30 p.m.     Motion carried all 

ayes. 


