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Lincoln County Board of Adjustment 

Minutes of Thursday, July 22, 2010 at 8:30a.m. 

Lincoln County Service Center, Meeting room #156 

 

1. Open meeting and Call to Order – Meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m. in the Zoning Office.  Members 

present: Lamer, Hornischer, Steffenhagen, Brixius and Alternates Adams & Prain.  Also present was: Dan 

Miller; Zoning Administrator.     Board member Schmidt was excused. 

 

2. Tour the site for the Public Hearing that would be held at 10:00 a.m. – The Board and Dan Miller                

left to tour the site.      

 

Members present for the public hearing: Lamer, Hornischer, Steffenhagen, Brixius, Alternate Adams (sitting 

in for Schmidt) & Alternate Prain.    Visitors: Dan Miller; Zoning Administrator, June Winters; Program 

Assistant and Bob Opansky.     Board Member Schmidt was excused. 

 

3. Approve minutes from June 24, 2010 meeting -    Motion by Steffenhagen, seconded by Adams to approve 

the minutes from June 24, 2010.   Motion carried all ayes. 

 

4. Public Hearing – The public hearing was opened for the request listed below.  

 

Variance 

 

1. A request for variance by Don and Carol Claesges from Section 21.07 (1) and 21.13(2)(a) of Lincoln 

County Ordinances to allow for an addition on to the back side of a cabin which is less than 40 feet to 

Long Lake.  The property is located in Section 15, T34N, R08E, in the Town of Harrison; having an 

address of N8651 County Road B. 

 

Bob Opansky, a friend of the Claesges was present and sworn in to represent them at this hearing.    He 

explained their request of moving the makeshift shower from the boathouse to an addition they are 

proposing onto the cabin.   They wish to move the water heater & pressure tank into the attic, put the 

shower in the proposed addition and bring the interior plumbing in the cottage up to code.  The Board had 

questions about the size of existing structures.   Brixius asked why they were not asking for a larger 

addition to house the pressure tank & water heater in the same room as the bathroom as opposed to the 

attic.   Opansky stated that the Claesges were trying to ask for the minimum necessary in hopes of getting 

the request granted.   Hornischer commented that maybe request as stated should be all we discuss.    

Hornischer asked Mr. Opansky if the Claesges’ were agreeable to the conditions proposed in the staff 

report and he said that they were. 

 

Dan Miller was present and sworn in.   He reviewed the staff report.   He stated that the cottage only sits 

about 15 feet from the OHWM and addressed the limited buildable area on the lot.   He stated that they 

are trying to correct a code violation with this request.   He addressed Brixius’ earlier question about the 

minimal size and said he thought that the request was very reasonable.    He stated that they had 

previously been required to restore their shoreland buffer and that there would be very little additional 

runoff from this construction. 

 

Lamer closed the public hearing for the Claesges request.  The Board reviewed and completed the 

Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order and Determination. 

 

Motion by Steffenhagen, seconded by Adams to APPROVE the request conditioned upon the addition 

being no larger than the 5’ x 5’ requested and removing the shed that currently houses the pressure tank 

and water heater once the potable water system is re-plumbed and the addition is completed. 

 

Motion carried all ayes. 

 

5. Adjourn – Motion by Steffenhagen, seconded by Adams to adjourn at 10:15 a.m.   Motion carried all ayes. 


