
Lincoln County Land Information, Conservation Committee and University Extension 

Minutes of Wednesday August 8
th

, 2012 10:00am 

Lincoln County Service Center 

Lower Level Conference Room 156 

801 N Sales Street  

Merrill, WI 54452 

 
Members Present:  Frank Saal, Ramona Pampuch, Hans Breitenmoser Jr., R.Wayne Plant, James Alber 
Excused Members:  
Visitors: Diane Hanson, Debbie Moellendorf, Randy Scholz, Bonnie Rudie, Dan Marzu, Tammy Hansen, Debbi Warren, Amanda 
Kostman, Art Lersch, Bonnie Rudi, Gay Baumgart, Joann Utecht, Carol Zoellner, Carol Heyel, Betty Anne Tubbin, Harry Tubbin, 
Ginny Garner-Gerhardt, Karleen Bebel, Ruth Buck, Arlene Schield, Lorene Hass, Phyllis Reinhardt, Gene Bebel, Sarah Koss. 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order: 

The Land Information, Conservation & U-W Extension committee meeting was called to order by Chair Frank Saal at 10 
a.m.   

2. Approval of Minutes from the July 11
th

, 2012 Committee Meeting 

 Motion by Plant second by Breitenmoser to approve the minutes from the July11th committee meeting. Motion carried. 
3.  Public comment 

Saal requested public comment from the visitors related to any issues that were not listed on the agenda.  Supervisor Alber 
expressed concern regarding limiting public comment to non-agenda items.  Discussion followed.  Harry Tubbin then 
requested a copy of the agenda.  Debbie provided a copy of the agenda to the visitors.  Comment related to the Family Living 
Educator Position will be allowed under agenda item #10.   

 
Supervisor Alber requested that the committee move to Agenda Item #10 & 11.  Supervisor Saal requested that Randy Scholz be 
present for the discussion.   
 
The committee then moved to agenda item #5 while waiting for Randy Scholz to arrive. 
 
LAND INFORMATION AND CONSERVATION 

5. Review/Action on LWRM cost share agreement(s) 

Diane reviewed the cost share agreement for Robert Gurda and Elizabeth Craig for a streambank and shoreline protection 
project.  Motion byAlber second by Breitenmoser to approve cost share agreement for Robert Gurda/Elizabeth Craig.    
Motion carried. 

 
Ramona Pampuch and Randy Scholz arrived at 10:15 AM.  The committee moved to agenda item #11.   
 
UW-EXTENSION 

11. 2013 Department Budget Update 

Debbie provided an update on the 2013 UWEX Budget and UWEX contract.  Debbie provided graphs with tax levy and 
university contributions as well as information on funding for UWEX staff.  Discussion followed which eventually led to 
agenda item #10. 

10. Family Living Educator  
Discussion from agenda item #11 lead into discussion related to the costs of UWEX positions and the connection of federal 
funding for the Wisconsin Nutrition Education Program that is tied to the Family Living Educator position.  Lengthy 
discussion followed regarding the merit of the position, the minimal cost of the position versus the benefit received, other 
options, the current county fiscal limitations, and other related issues.  All thirteen visitors present provided input and 
expressed support for this position and further discussion occurred.  Motion by Alber, second by Breitenmoser to forward 
this position to County Board for approval.  Discussion followed.  Plant called the question with Alber requesting a roll call 
vote:  Breitenmoser – Aye, Plant – Aye, Pampuch – Aye, Saal – Nay, Alber – Aye.  Motion carried.  Debbie and Art will 
draft a resolution regarding the position to be presented at County Board.   

 
Chair Saal requested a short recess at 11:20 AM. 
 
The Committee reconvened at 11:37 AM with all committee members present.  Debbie requested clarification on the motion related to 
committee preference for which month the resolution should go to County Board.  Resolutions for August need to be submitted to the 
County Clerk’s office by 3 pm today to be listed on the August agenda.  Alber and Breitenmoser clarified their motion to state that the 
resolution be presented at the September County Board meeting.   
 
The committee then moved to agenda item #8.   
 
8. Recognition of James Alber, 10 years of service 

 Debbie presented a plaque to Supervisor Alber in recognition of 10 years of service on the UWEX Committee. 



 

9. Lincoln and Marathon County Ag Development Educator   

Debbie re-introduced Dan Marzu to the committee as the new Ag Development Educator.  Dan provided an update on his 
activities during his first week on the job.   

 
LAND INFORMATION AND CONSERVATION 

4. Budget Reports/Retained Fee Report 

Diane reviewed the budget and retained fee reports. The budget report and retained fee report were included in agenda packet 
for committee review. 

6. Department Head Report 

a. Delay in 2012 Allocation of SWRM funds 

 Diane reviewed a memo related to the delay in the 2013 DATCP allocation of grant funds.  Discussion followed on the 
impacts of this delay.   
b. Cost share fund transfer to Marathon County 

Diane reviewed a DATCP cost share fund transfer between Lincoln and Marathon County.  Due to lack of staff to implement 
nutrient management activities, Lincoln County will be transferring $22,000 of DATCP grant funds to Marathon County.  
Diane requested committee approval.  Motion by Plant, second by Pampuch to transfer the cost share funds to Marathon 
County.  Motion carried.    
c. Land Information Program Grant agreement 

Diane reviewed the 2012 Wisconsin Land Information Program Grant agreement.  Motion by Saal, second by Pampuch to 
approve the grant agreement.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Saal, second by Pampuch to amend the motion to authorize 
Diane Hanson to sign the grant agreement.  Amendment carried.  Original motion carried.   
d. WLWCA meeting and County Conservationist meeting 
Diane provided the committee with the dates for the WLWCA meeting and County Conservationist meeting.  She will 
provide more information to the committee as it is received.  Motion by Alber, second by Breitenmoser to authorize mileage 
and perdiem for attendance at this meeting.  Motion carried.   
c. North Central Land and Water Conservation Association meeting 

Diane reviewed the agenda for the NCLCA summer tour and requested that any committee member interested in attending to 
inform her by this Friday.   

7. Q & A on Staff Activity Reports 

The staff activity reports were included in the agenda packet for committee review.  Diane distributed Audrey Jensen, GIS 
Specialists report at the meeting.   

 

REGISTER OF DEEDS 

12. Q&A on Monthly Munis Report 
   Sarah briefly reviewed the month report that was included in the packet.   
13. Q&A on Monthly Written Report 

Sarah provided an update on the document recording activity.   
14. Q&A on Milwaukee County Class Action Lawsuit (Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac) 

Sarah provided information on the Milwaukee County Class Action Lawsuit against Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.  Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac have not been paying transfer fees for any of their documents throughout the state of Wisconsin.  This 
lawsuit that was filed was filed on behalf of all 72 counties in Wisconsin and Sarah estimated that if the lawsuit is a success, 
Lincoln County would be reimbursed between $15,000-$20,000 worth of transfer fees that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
never paid.   
 

15. Discuss and Set next Meeting, Date and Time 

Next Land Information, Conservation and UW Extension committee meeting will be held September 12, 2012 at 10:00am.  
15.  Adjournment 

 Motion by Alber second by Saal to adjourn at 12:10 p.m.   Motion carried. 
 
Minutes prepared by Diane Hanson, Debbie Moellendorf 


