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LINCOLN COUNTY FORESTRY, LAND & PARKS COMMITTEE  

Minutes of Wednesday, March 8, 2006 @ 8:30 AM 

Forestry Meeting Room, Land Resource Center  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Elroy Schmidt, R. Wayne Plant, Frank Saal, Graham Rankin, David Fox 

MEMBERS ABSENT:    None 

VISITORS PRESENT:    Bill Groth, Thomas Rick, Norman Heckendorf, Nancy Bergstrom, Jane                        

                 Severt, Garth Heckendorf, Randy Scholz, Mike Lietz, John Bailey, Clark                                

     Wolfe, Sherrie Zortman 

 

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Wednesday, 

March 8, 2006 in the Forestry Meeting Room, Land Resource Center.  The meeting was called to order at 8:30 

a.m. by Chairman Elroy Schmidt.   

 

2. Approve minutes of February 8, 2006.  Motion by Plant, second by Fox to approve the minutes of February 

8, 2006 as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review vouchers.  Committee reviewed vouchers as previously paid.  

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

5. City of Merrill tax delinquent property.  City of Merrill Atty. Thomas Hayden was unable to attend the 

meeting, so this agenda item will be laid over until next month’s Committee meeting. 

 

6. Campground host request – Tom Rick.  Mr. Rick, a retired Deputy Sheriff, offered his services as a 

campground host at Otter Lake, to keep an eye on the campground and provide information to campers.  In 

return, Mr. Rick requested camping at no charge with no payment required for his services.  Jane researched 

the subject and presented a draft agreement contingent on review by Nancy Bergstrom, Corporation Counsel.  

Discussion followed.  Motion by Saal, second by Schmidt to approve the campground host agreement 

between Thomas Rick and Lincoln County contingent upon review and approval by Corporation Counsel.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

(The order of items on the agenda was changed to accommodate visitors.) 

 

8. Proposed ATV clubhouse.  Jane distributed correspondence from Jeff Barkley, DNR County Forest 

Specialist and Pat Zatopa, DNR Financial Assistance Specialist regarding a proposal by the Harrison Hills 

ATV Club to construct a clubhouse on County lands.  Pat indicated that this project may not be eligible for 

state funding.  Discussion followed regarding use and need for such a building, expenses, vandalism, liability 

and location.  Motion by Fox, second by Rankin to direct Jane to apply for a State Grant to fund the 

construction of a building on the County forest and to hold further discussion as to the obligations of the 

County.  It was decided to apply for construction of an open-air shelter if funding was more likely for such a 

structure.  Discussion followed.  Roll call vote taken.  Fox-aye, Saal-aye, Rankin-aye, Plant-aye, Schmidt-aye.  

Motion carried.  5-0. 

 

John Bailey appeared regarding ATV trail expansion.  This item will be placed on the agenda for the April 

Forestry Committee meeting.   

 

7. Theis Road gravel pit.  Selling gravel to private individuals, pit leasing, advertising for bids, and pit 

management was discussed.  Jane expressed concerns with the Forestry Department managing the gravel pit, 

as this is not our area of expertise, but that of the Highway Department’s.  Further discussion followed.  

Motion by Fox, second by Rankin to recommend to the Highway Department Committee that management of 

the Theis Road gravel pit be turned over to the Highway Department.  Discussion followed regarding  
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availability of gravel for the Forestry Department, termination of agreement with Musson Brothers, and 

reclamation issues.  Chair called the question.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

A break was taken at 10:00 a.m.  Meeting reconvened at 10:05 a.m.  

 

9. Advertise for bids on Prairie Dells viewing platforms.  Jane informed the Committee that 2 platforms will 

be constructed, and materials for the platforms will be supplied by Trantow Do-It Center, Merrill to keep 

project costs down and business local.   Motion by Plant, second by Fox to authorize Jane to advertise for bids 

on Prairie Dells viewing platforms.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

10. County Forest acreage payments to towns.  Jane discussed the issue of acreage payments to towns with 

lands enrolled under the County Forest Law funded by Forestry Mil Tax.  A resolution to increase payments 

to towns was already passed by the County Board.  

 

11. Meet with Langlade County Forestry Committee.  Dave Fox indicated that he would like to attend a 

Langlade County Forestry Committee meeting to view their operations. 

 

12. Public access deed restriction.  Jane distributed information on research that was conducted by the 

department regarding the public access deed restriction and offered a recommendation.  The Committee needs 

to come up with a policy to bring back to the County Board before the end of the 4 month moratorium on deed 

restriction release.  Discussion followed.  The Committee will take up this issue again next month.  

 

Wayne Plant was excused at 11:30 a.m. 

 

13. Spring WCFA meeting.  The 2006 WCFA Administrator’s Spring meeting will be held on March 30 and 

31 in Wausau.  Motion by Rankin, second by Schmidt to authorize mileage and per diem for Forestry 

Committee members attending the Spring WCFA meeting.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

14. 2
nd

 Annual Sustainable Forestry Conference. This conference will be held on April 6, 2006.  Motion by 

Schmidt, second by Fox to authorize mileage and per diem for Forestry Committee members attending the 2
nd

 

Annual Sustainable Forestry Conference.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

15. Set 2006 equipment rates.  A form listing the 2006 equipment rates for each piece of equipment owned by 

the Forestry Department was distributed to the Forestry Committee.  Discussion followed.  Motion by 

Schmidt, second by Fox to approve the 2006 equipment rates.  All ayes.  Motion carried.     
 

18. WDNR Wildlife Report – Rich Wissink.  Rich was not present at the Committee meeting.   

 

19. WDNR Forester’s Report – Bill Groth.  Bill had nothing to report. 

 

20. Review Administrator’s report.  The Administrator’s Report was distributed prior to the meeting.   

     

21. Close Timber Sales. 

 T025-03 Dale Krueger  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T016-03 Dale Krueger  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T033-03 Central Timber  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T014-05 Futurewood Corp. Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 

Motion by Schmidt, second by Saal to close sales per Jane’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
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22. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meeting dates are set as follows: 

 Monday, April 3, 2006 at 8:30 a.m. in the Forestry Meeting Room, Land Resource Center.  

 Thursday, May 18, 2006 at 8:30 a.m. in the Land Resource Center Meeting Room 
 

16. Closed Session. 

 

Motion by Saal, second by Fox to convene into closed session pursuant to §19.85 (1) (c) Wis. Stats. Evaluate 

Assistant County Forest Administrator, with Jane Severt authorized to remain for closed session.  Roll call 

vote taken.  Rankin-aye, Schmidt-aye, Saal-aye, Fox-aye. Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Motion by Fox, second by Rankin to reconvene into open session.  Roll call vote take.  Rankin-aye, Schmidt-

aye, Saal-nay, Fox-aye.  Motion carried. 3-1. 

   

17. Open Session. Take any necessary action on items discussed in closed session.  Motion by Rankin,     

second Schmidt to approve the favorable evaluation of Kevin Kleinschmidt, Assistant County Forest 

Administrator and authorize step increase to Step 9, Grade 11.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The Committee 

wished to convey thanks to Kevin for his dedicated service. 

 

23. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Fox, second by Rankin to adjourn at 12:00 p.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


