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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, April 9, 2012 @ 9:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox, John Bailey & Donald Nelson 

 

Visitors:  Phil Rausch, Tom Hayden, Bill Bialecki, Mike Lietz, Kevin Kleinschmidt, and Deb Gerdes 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

April 9, 2012 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to 

order by Chair Graham Rankin at 9:00 a.m.  

 

2. Approve minutes of March 12, 2012 meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Fox to approve minutes 

of March 12, 2012 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Kevin updated committee on grant monies received. The 

Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  City of Merrill Attorney, Tom Hayden 

spoke briefly about a tax delinquent property (318 Grand Avenue) the City of Merrill is interested in 

acquiring. 

 

5. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received  

 

6. City of Merrill tax delinquent lots – 811-813 E. First Street.  Mayor Bill Bialecki and City Attorney 

Tom Hayden appeared before the Committee to represent the City of Merrill which is interested in 

acquiring two blighted tax delinquent lots in the City of Merrill for redevelopment. Discussion followed.  

Motion by Bailey, second by Fox to sell tax delinquent lots to City of Merrill for amount owed against 

the properties. Four ayes. One nay.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Discuss ATV use on Armstrong Creek Road and Camp Avenue.  Phil Rausch representing the Spirit 

Valley Riders ATV Club appeared to request opening of Armstrong Creek Road and Camp Avenue 

from the intersection of Armstrong Creek Road to Newwood Road to ATV travel. Kevin informed the 

Committee of safety and logging issues and working with the County Recreation Officer to monitor the 

area. Opening of these roads would not displace any other recreational users.  Speed limit issues were 

discussed. Motion by Nelson, second by Fox to open stated County Forest Roads and post speed limit 

that is synonymous with other routes in the vicinity, not to exceed 25 mph.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Discuss selling snowmobile groomer and drag.  Kevin requested the Committee’s direction on options 

for selling snowmobile groomer and drag. Discussion followed. Motion by Bailey, second by Nelson for 

Kevin to contact equipment broker Tony Trolla to handle selling of snowmobile groomer and drag.  All 

ayes. Motion carried.  

 

9. Authorize advertising for quotes for reconstruction of the Krueger Firelane.  Kevin updated the 

Committee on the progress of this project.  Motion by Fox, second by Berndt to authorize advertising for 

quotes for reconstruction of the Krueger Firelane.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Budget modification.  Kevin explained modification from the 2010-11 snowmobile season.  Motion 

by Bailey, second by Berndt to approve budget modification.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
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11. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill could not attend today’s meeting.  Mike Lietz, DNR Forestry 

Team Leader relayed compliments to Kevin and staff regarding spring timber sales. He reported that the 

WDNR is in the third week of fire season and all burn permits have been cancelled until further notice. 

Tree seedlings will be arriving on April 27
th

.  The retirement of Jeff Barkley, County Forest/Public 

Lands Specialist and the refilling of this position was discussed.   

 

12. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin reported that the department will be planting 15,000 

red pine seedlings this spring. Preliminary approval of 2013 budget is scheduled for the May meeting. 

The permanent UTV law will go into effect July 1, 2012. Richard Berndt was thanked for his 6 years of 

service on the Forestry Committee. The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed on file.  

 

13. Close timber sales.  

 T001-11 Graap Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

     

Motion by Berndt, second by Nelson to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation. All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

14. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land & Parks Committee Meetings are set as follows: 

  Monday, May 14, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 156 

  Monday, June 11, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

 

15. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Berndt to adjourn at 10:20 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Deb Gerdes 


