
Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

8/13/12 @ 9:00 AM 
Page 1 of 2  

 

Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, August 13, 2012 @ 9:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, David Fox, John Bailey, Donald Nelson and Carl Vander Sanden 

 

Visitors:  Joan Giusto, Phil Hill, Judy Hill, Linda Otterberg, Bill Groth, Dieter Nickel, Steve Roubinek, 

Bill Zeitz, Ronald Nicklaus, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Sherrie Zortman and others 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

August 13, 2012 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to 

order by Chair Graham Rankin at 9:00 a.m.  

 

2. Approve minutes of July 9, 2012 meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Vander Sanden to approve 

minutes of July 9, 2012 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on 

file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

5. Request to open Horn Lake Road to ATV travel.  The committee viewed Horn Lake Road last month 

in response to several requests to fulfill a condition of the Lincoln County Access Plan by opening this 

road to ATV travel.  Discussion took place on compliance being shown in the Harrison Block and the 

possibility of spreading invasive species. The other user groups in this block were not opposed to this 

request.  Carl stated that Heinemann Road is not legally signed yet, and would have to be open to ATV 

travel before proceeding with request.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Nelson, second by Fox to open 

Horn Lake Road to ATV travel once Heinemann Road is legally signed and open; conditions to include 

20 mph speed limit, route signage and open for summer use only (May 1 to Dec. 1).  This action will 

fulfill the Access Plan conditions for ATV access in the Underdown Block.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

(Order of agenda changed to accommodate visitors). 

 

10. Tug Lake. Kevin advised of issues with the Tug Lake Dam. Several property owners appeared to 

join in the discussion. Kevin will research options and address property owners concerns. 

 

6. Open and award bids for Lincoln County Land Sale – 10 a.m.  Two bids were received for the eight 

parcels offered.  Eliot Tobin offered bid of $8,366.00 for Parcel #3 and Brian Schmidt offered bid of 

$500.00 for Parcel #8. Motion by Bailey, second by Nelson to accept bids for Parcel #3 and #8, and 

continue to advertise remaining parcels on Lincoln County website. All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

7. Department operations report.  John Bailey suggested a report be presented to the County Board 

regarding department operations and distribution of Forestry funds.  Discussion followed.  Kevin will 

prepare a report for a Committee member to present to the County Board. 

 

8. Approve giving Landfill old John Deere back blade.  Kevin advised the tractor was already given to 

Landfill and back blade would be useful to them. Motion by Vander Sanden, second by Nelson to 

approve giving Landfill old John Deere back blade.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
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9. Forest Certification Audit.  Kevin advised the SFI Recertification and FSC Surveillance Audit was 

conducted on the Lincoln County Forest last Friday. The initial response to the County Forest Program 

was very favorable and indicated no new corrective actions are required, but opportunities for 

improvement were offered. These will be addressed in the upcoming year. 

 

11. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill Groth reported on marking timber sales and commended 

department for a good Certification Audit.  

 

12. Review Administrator’s written report.  The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed 

on file.  

 

13. Close timber sales.   

T007-11 Potlatch Land & Lumber Close and refund cash bond 

 T002-11 Graap Logging  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T021-09 Graap Logging  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T008-11 Graap Logging  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T018-12 Greg Lukes   Close 

 T020-10 Lincoln County  Close 

 T004-09 Schenzel Logging  Close and refund cash bond 

 T010-10 Smola Brothers  Closed and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

  

Motion by Bailey, second by Vander Sanden to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation.  All ayes.  

Motion carried.   

 

14. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land & Parks Committee Meetings are set as follows: 

Monday, September 10, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

Monday, October 8, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

 

15. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Bailey, second by Nelson to adjourn at 10:40 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


