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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, January 9, 2012 @ 9:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox, and John Bailey 

 

Members Absent:  Donald Nelson 

 

Visitors:  Bill Groth, John Leith, Joan Giusto, Kevin Kleinschmidt, and Sherrie Zortman 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

January 9, 2012 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to 

order by Chair Graham Rankin at 9:00 a.m. Donald Nelson was absent.  

 

2. Approve minutes of December 12, 2011 meeting.  Motion by Fox, second by Bailey to approve 

minutes of December 12, 2011 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on 

file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Joan Giusto, representative for Harrison 

Hills ATV Club, advised of the new ATV maps developed by the club, and noted several changes will 

be made to them.  Joan inquired about state funding for maps and trail maintenance reimbursement.  

Kevin will place this item on next month’s agenda for discussion. 

 

5. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received.   

 

6. Krueger Firelane direct sale.  Kevin requested approval for a direct timber sale to cut trees along the 

edge of the Krueger Firelane for a future road improvement project.  The Forestry Department has 

recently received a Sustainable Forestry Grant in the amount of $34,000 to make road repairs on the 

Firelane.  This non-gas tax road running through the county forest provides access to a ruffed grouse 

management area, county timber sales and several private landowners.  Motion by Bailey, second by 

Berndt to approve Krueger Firelane direct timber sale.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Authorize advertising for quotes for a 4-wheel drive tractor.  Kevin advised this request was 

previously approved through CIP and the 2012 budget.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Berndt, second 

by Fox to authorize advertising for quotes for a 4-wheel drive tractor and bucket.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried.  

 

8. Plaskey tax delinquent parcel payment extension.  Kevin advised the time extension for final payment 

due on the tax delinquent parcel John and Wendy Plaskey are attempting to purchase expires this month.   

Discussion followed.  Motion by Fox, second by Bailey to extend time for payment due on parcel of tax 

delinquent land for 120 days.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

9. Oconto County National Forest Resolution.  Kevin explained this resolution. The Forest Service is not 

meeting the Allowable Sale Quantity as described in their 2004 Forest Plan. This resolution would 

request the Forest Service manage their forestland at the ASQ levels as well as manage any backlog of 

unharvested timber since 2004.  Kevin advised this will be a topic for discussion with the WCFA.  

Motion by Bailey, second by Berndt to delay approval until next month.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
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10. 2011 stumpage revenue from County Forest.  Kevin advised the 2011 stumpage revenue collected by 

the Forestry Department totaled $1,589,571.46 and explained how this revenue is distributed.    
 

11. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill introduced new DNR forester, John Leith, temporarily assigned to 

Merrill, and explained private forestry backlog invoked new hiring.  

 

12. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin advised of snowmobile trail openings, including the 

Hiawatha Trail, which opened on December 30
th

 and the trails in the northern section of Lincoln 

County, which opened on January 5
th

.  Discussion followed regarding the UTV Program.  The 

Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed on file.  

 

13. Close timber sales.  

 T001-09 Schenzel Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T028-09 Futurewood Corp. Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit  

   

Motion by Berndt, second by Fox to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation. All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

14. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry Land & Parks Committee Meetings are set as follows: 

 Monday, February 13, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

 Monday, March 12, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

 

16. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Rankin, second by Fox to adjourn at 9:50 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


