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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, May 14, 2012 @ 9:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 156 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, David Fox, John Bailey, Donald Nelson & Carl Vander Sanden 

 

Visitors:  Bob Bell, Gregg Rummel, Phil Rausch, Joan Giusto, John Sample, Jean Jernberg, Bill Groth, 

Edie Willfahrt, Jerry Kall, Stan Zunker, Lois Willfahrt, Maureen Johnson, Travis Watruba, Todd Pond, 

Russ Werner, Mary Watland, John Rautiola, Greg Schenzel, John Lawrence, Dean Bowe, Luke Nigon, 

John Lemke, Rick Graap, Rick Sosnovske, Kevin Kleinschmidt, and Deb Gerdes 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

May 14, 2012 in Conference Room 156, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to 

order by Kevin Kleinschmidt at 9:00 a.m.  

 

2. Elections. 

 a. Chair. Kevin Kleinschmidt requested nominations for Chair of the Forestry, Land and Parks 

 Committee.  David Fox nominated Graham Rankin. There were no other nominations.  Motion by 

 Nelson, second by Vander Sanden that nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast for Graham 

 Rankin  as Chair.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 b. Vice Chair. Graham Rankin requested nominations for Vice-Chair.  Graham Rankin nominated David 

 Fox.  There were no other nominations.  Motion by Graham, second by Nelson that nominations be 

 closed and a unanimous ballot be cast for David Fox as Vice-Chair.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 c. Secretary. Graham Rankin requested nominations for Secretary.  John Bailey nominated Carl Vander 

 Sanden.  There were no other nominations.  Motion by Bailey, second by Nelson that nominations be 

 closed and a unanimous ballot be cast for Carl Vander Sanden as Secretary.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

3. Approve minutes of March 12, 2012 meeting.  Motion by Bailey, second by Nelson to approve 

minutes of April 9, 2012 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on 

file. 

 

5. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Joan Giusto, Harrison Hills ATV Club, 

deferred her comments to item number 8 on the agenda. 

 

6. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received  

 

7. Nokomis ATV Club request to cross Hiawatha Trail R.O.W.  Club members presented request to 

cross Hiawatha Trail to make connection to Oneida County.  Signing, maintenance and patrolling of the 

area was discussed.  Kevin stated the benefits of this connection and also the importance of maintaining 

the integrity of the Hiawatha Trail for its other users.  It was decided that the Nokomis ATV Club would 

be responsible for signing and maintenance and assist in patrolling that portion of the Hiawatha Trail. 

Motion by Nelson to allow crossing trail at the prescribed areas being discussed, second by Vander 

Sanden. All ayes. Motion carried.  

 

8. Harrison Hills ATV Club request to open Horn Lake Road and alternate route to Copper Lake Road.  

Joan Giusto introduced herself, gave background on the Harrison Hills ATV Club for the new 

committee member and guests and provided copies of the Underdown Block Conditions and Potential 

Projects from the Lincoln County Access Plan. Kevin read and explained Conditions on the Underdown 

Block. Discussion was held on possible routes, safety and garlic mustard issues. Joan will inform the 

Harrison Hills ATV Club of the option discussed. 
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Items were discussed out of order to accommodate timber sale. 

 

10. Approve 2013 preliminary budget.  Kevin explained line items on budget handout and discussion 

was held. Motion by Fox, second by Vander Sanden to approve 2013 preliminary budget. All ayes. 

Motion carried. 

 

The meeting recessed at 9:58 a.m.  

The meeting resumed at 10:00 a.m. 

 

9. Open timber sale bids – 10:00 a.m.  Kevin welcomed those present, made introductions and explained 

the bidding procedure.  Timber sale bids were opened and read.  A total of 87 bids on 15 jobs were 

opened. 

 

11. Approve CIP request.  Kevin explained 2013 CIP request.  Motion by Bailey, second by Nelson to 

approve CIP request.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

12. Approve attendance at WCFA Summer Tour – June 14-15, 2012.  Motion by Bailey, second by 

Nelson to approve Committee attendance, authorizing mileage and per diem for members attending the 

WCFA Summer Tour.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

13. Set date for tax delinquent land sale. This item was tabled until the June 11, 2012 meeting. 

 

14. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill Groth reported the fire danger is low. DNR staff assisted in 

planting trees.  

 

15. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin answered questions on report.  The Administrator’s 

written report was reviewed and placed on file.  

 

16. Close timber sales.  

 T017-11 PCA    Close (no bond required) 

 T022-10 Friske Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit  

     

Motion by Bailey, second by Vander Sanden to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation. Four ayes.  

Nelson abstained. Motion carried. 

 

17. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land & Parks Committee Meetings are set as follows: 

  Monday, June 11, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

  Monday, July 9, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

 

18. Award timber sale bids. The timber sale bids were discussed by the Committee.  The total estimated 

value for the 15 jobs sold was $1,033,853.34.  Motion by Bailey, second by Fox to award sales to high 

bidders at Kevin’s discretion, pending any necessary reference checks.  Four ayes.  Nelson abstained. 

Motion carried.   

 

19. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Vander Sanden to adjourn at 11:15 a.m.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Deb Gerdes 


