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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, July 8, 2013 @ 9:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present:  Graham Rankin, David Fox, John Bailey, and Carl Vander Sanden            
Members Absent:  Donald Nelson 
Visitors:  Bill Groth, Joan Giusto, Kevin Kleinschmidt, and Sherrie Zortman 
   
1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 
July 8, 2013 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order 
by Chair Graham Rankin at 9:00 a.m.  Donald Nelson was excused. 
 
2. Approve minutes of June 10, 2013 meeting.  Motion by Vander Sanden, second by Bailey to approve 
minutes of June 10, 2013 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
3. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on 
file. 
 
4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Joan Giusto, Harrison Hills ATV Club, 
reported that the Northwoods 4th Annual ATV/UTV Rally held on June 29, 2013 was a success. 
 
5. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received.   
 
6. Krueger Firelane bids.  Kevin advised four bids were received, distributed bid results, and 
recommended awarding project to Kautza Excavating, the lowest bidder.  Discussion followed.  Motion 
by Vander Sanden, second by Fox to award Krueger Firelane bid to Kautza Excavating in the amount of 
$43,342.00, and after road settles, introduce concept of placing crushed gravel on road.  All ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 
7. Hiawatha Trail permits.   

a. Short Road – Kevin presented a map and requested authorization to update permits to allow 
for black topping on road to reduce erosion issues in this area.  

b. Access to business – Pedal & Paddle – Kevin advised a business requested a biking/hiking 
trail across the Hiawatha Trail right-of-way for access to their business. 
 
Discussion followed.  Motion by Fox, second by Bailey to approve both Hiawatha Trail permits as 
follows: a.) authorize updating of permits along Short Road, allowing for black topping to reduce 
erosion, and b.) granting request from Pedal & Paddle for a trail across right-of-way for business access 
subject to conditions set forth by Highway Department, allowing summer access only.  All ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 
8. Eagle Scout Projects.   

a. Jacknife Lake Shelter – Kevin advised he met with Eagle Scout and parents.   The design for 
the shelter was presented and zoning permits are in place.  The project should be completed by the end 
of August. The Harrison Hills ATV Club will take care of maintenance of the shelter after it is 
constructed.  

b.  Otter Lake Nature Trail – Kevin met with Eagle Scout, who presented plan to update signage 
on nature trail and construct and place bat houses adjacent to picnic area.  No specific plan to date. 

 
Discussion followed.  Motion by Vander Sanden, second by Rankin to approve both Eagle Scout 
Projects under the supervision of the Forest Administrator.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
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9. County Hwy B south parking lot.  Discussion took place regarding request to plow snow from the 
CTH B parking lot for winter recreational use. Further discussion followed regarding county budgets, 
staffing and safety issues.  This item will be laid over to a later date to explore further options and gather 
more information.   
 
10. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill Groth reported on the state timber sale bid opening to be held this 
month.   
 
11. Review Administrator’s written report.  Copies of the Recreational Officer’s report were distributed, 
and Kevin reported on the County Auction.  The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed 
on file.  
 
12. Close timber sales.  No timber sales to close. 
 
13. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land & Parks Committee Meeting is set for Monday, 
August 12, 2013 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC Conference Room 107 

 
14. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Rankin, second by Vander Sanden to adjourn at 9:50 a.m.  All ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


