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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, August 9, 2010@ 9:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox, Richard Eisenman and John Bailey 

 

Visitors:   Bill Groth, Joan Guisto, Kevin Kleinschmidt, and Sherrie Zortman  

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, August 9, 

2010 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Chair 

Graham Rankin at 9:30 a.m. 

 

2. Approve minutes of July 12, 2010 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Fox to approve minutes of July 

12, 2010 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Discussion held regarding State budget. The Committee reviewed year to 

date budget report and placed on file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Joan Guisto, Harrison Hills ATV Club, reported that 

the Bradley Town Board meets tonight and will address ATV Ordinance. Joan advised ATV route signing is 

completed and good comments have been received for signage. Joan will provide a list of possible future projects 

at next meeting. Discussion was held regarding funding, trail maintenance and signage.    

 

5. Approve department purchase card.  Kevin advised of cost savings opportunities at Walmart, and department 

purchases made at Walmart require a purchase card. Discussion held regarding support of local businesses.  

Motion by Berndt, second by Bailey to approve department purchase card for Walmart using discretion when 

making purchases to support other local businesses.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

6. Approve 2010 Sustainable Forestry Grant.  Kevin explained the grant will fund invasive species eradication on 

the county forest and the deadline to apply is August 15
th
.  Lincoln County is asking for $15,000 over the next 2 

years.  Motion by Fox, second by Eisenman to approve 2010 Sustainable Forestry Grant. All ayes. Motion 

carried.  

 

7. Loop Road skijoring request.  Kevin reported that after the one year trial period, no problems or complaints 

have been reported, and requests that skijoring be approved as a permanent activity on Loop Road. Motion by 

Eisenman, second by Berndt to approve Loop Road skijoring request.  All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

9. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill reported forestry technicians have been helping mow wildlife openings, 

transfer of the old ranger station to the City of Merrill has been approved, and interviews for the vacant Merrill 

Ranger position have been conducted.  

  

10. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin reported the foresters are finishing up on the Fall Timber 

Sales, Carpenter Road land trade resolution will be presented to the County Board this month, and the DNR will 

no longer inspect the Harrison Dam every 10 years as had been previously conducted. The Administrator’s 

written report was reviewed and placed on file. 
 

11. Close timber sales.   

 T011-08 Rick Graap   Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T026-08 Ron Smugala    Close and Refund Bond 

 

Motion by Berndt, second by Eisenman to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
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12. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meetings are set as follows: 

Tuesday, September 14, 2010 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

Monday, October 11, 2010 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

Monday, November 8, 2010 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

 

8. Open and award bids for Lincoln County Land Sale – 10:00 a.m.  Five parcels were for sale, and one bid was 

received for Parcel #4 by James H. Swan in the amount of $16,537.50. Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to 

accept James H. Swan’s bid for Parcel #4 in the amount of $16,537.50, and continue to advertise remaining 

parcels on the Lincoln County webpage. All ayes. Motion carried.  

 

13. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to adjourn at 10:18 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


