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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Tuesday, September 14, 2010@ 8:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox, Richard Eisenman and John Bailey 

 

Visitors:   Bill Groth, Joan Guisto, Kevin Kleinschmidt, and Deb Gerdes  

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Tuesday, September 

14, 2010 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Chair 

Graham Rankin at 8:30 a.m. 

 

2. Approve minutes of August 9, 2010 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Bailey to approve minutes of 

August 9, 2010 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Discussion was held regarding County Forest Revenue, Forest Land 

Revenue and Parks Revenue. The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments.    

 

5. Open and award bids from land sale.  One bid was received for Parcel #2.  The bid received was below the 

advertised minimum bid price and did not include the 10% deposit.  The bid was rejected and a letter will be sent 

to the bidder explaining the committee’s action.  The remaining parcels will continue to be advertised on the 

Lincoln County webpage.  

 

6. DNR dam inspections.  Kevin explained that the DNR will no longer be carrying out the 10-year required 

inspection of the Harrison Dam and the County will be responsible for hiring an engineer to conduct the 

inspection which must be completed by 2014.  Kevin will be working with the WCFA and surrounding counties 

on a possible cost sharing alternative. 

  

7. Update use permit - Section 10-T35N-R6E.  A landowner with an existing Hiawatha Trail Access Permit is 

requesting his permit be renewed to include language that will comply with his bank’s refinance policies. Motion 

by Bailey, second by Eisenman to approve updating land use permit with new language.  All ayes. Motion 

carried. 

 

8. Approve 2011 Annual Work Plan.  Kevin presented and explained the Annual Work Plan. Motion by Fox, 

second by Berndt to approve 2011 Annual Work Plan and forward for approval to County Board of Supervisors.  

All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

9. Discuss ATV Club’s letter of request.  Kevin read the ATV Club’s letter.  Discussion was held regarding 

signage, trail development, trail rehabilitation, permit issues, maps, and rest areas on trails.  

 

10. Rothschild Biomass Plant.  Kevin informed the Committee about a letter he received from the Public Service 

Commission of Wisconsin regarding a comment period extension on the Rothschild Biomass Plant and of his 

intention to comment favorably on the Rothschild plant. Motion by Fox, second by Eisenman for the Committee 

to go on record in support of this Biomass Plant. All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

11. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill reported the vacant Merrill Ranger position has been filled by Rich 

LaValley. 
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12. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin reported on improvements to the parking area at High Lake 

and to the segment of ATV trail leading to High Lake completed with CCF Grant Funding. Also, the department 

received approval for a 2 year Sustainable Forestry Grant to control invasive plant species on the County Forest, 

and the Otter Lake boardwalk Eagle Scout project has been completed.  The Administrator’s written report was 

reviewed and placed on file. 
 

13. Close timber sales.   

 T003-10 Biewer   Close and refund bond  

 T007-09 Rick Graap   Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T024-09 Rick Graap   Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T013-08 Wiitala & Vozka Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T019-06 DeBoth Brothers  

 T024-06 DeBoth Brothers  

 T025-06 DeBoth Brothers  

 

Kevin recommended Jobs T019-06, T024-06 and T025-06 be re-advertised and offered at the fall 2010 timber 

sale and the difference between the old bid rate and the newly established rate be retained from the bonds as well 

as $1,000 per sale for re-establishing and re-advertising costs.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Bailey to close 

sales per Kevin’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

12. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meetings are set as follows: 

Monday, October 11, 2010 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

Monday, November 8, 2010 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

Monday, December 13, 2010 at 9:00 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

 

13. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Berndt, second by Eisenman to adjourn at 10:12 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Deb Gerdes 


