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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, January 10, 2011 @ 8:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox and John Bailey 

 

Members Absent:  Richard Eisenman (excused) 

 

Visitors:   Joan Giusto, Rick Weide, Audrey Jensen, Kevin Kleinschmidt, and Sherrie Zortman  

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

January 10, 2011 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to 

order by Chair Graham Rankin at 8:30 a.m.  Richard Eisenman was excused. 

 

2. Approve minutes of December 13, 2010 meeting.  Motion by Fox, second by Bailey to approve 

minutes of December 13, 2010 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Kevin presented budget report. The Committee reviewed year to 

date budget report and placed on file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

5. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received.   

 

6. ATV trail emergency signing.  Audrey Jensen, GIS Specialist, and Kevin discussed how the ATV trail 

emergency signing system was developed and its compatibility with the County’s 911 system.  This 

system would be complementary to the intersection signing on the County’s snowmobile trail system 

and could be expanded in the future to accommodate other recreational trails as well.  Kevin will submit 

for funding to initiate this project through the ORV Counsel and if funding is secured, the system could 

be in place by late summer.   Joan Giusto, representative of the Harrison Hills ATV Club advised the 

Club will help with placement of the signs if funding is acquired.  

 

7. Timber Sale Payment Schedule Policy.  Kevin advised that DNR auditors recommended Lincoln 

County develop a Timber Sale Payment Schedule Policy, and presented a draft for Committee approval.  

Discussion followed.  Motion by Berndt, second by Bailey to approve Timber Sale Payment Schedule 

Policy as drafted.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

8. WCFA Spring Meeting – March 17-18, 2011 and Summer Tour.  Kevin reported that the WCFA 

Spring Meeting will be held in Keshena on March 17-18, 2011.  The agenda and list of speakers are not 

yet available.  The Summer Tour will be held on June 23-24, 2011 in Oneida County. 

 

A brief break was taken. Meeting reconvened after 5 minutes.   

 

9. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill Groth was not present.  Rick Weide, WDNR Wildlife Biologist, 

appeared to conduct a powerpoint presentation regarding the 2011 Deer Season, reporting Lincoln 

County buck harvest was up 40% from the previous year and fawn to doe ratios are rising.  Pittman-

Robertson funds will be used to conduct the following projects:  White-tailed deer research projects 

including buck mortality study, predation and fawn recruitment and bear population study. 
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10. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin reported that the Forestry Department is working on 

spring timber sales and informed the Committee that the recent warm weather and rain has developed 

various issues on the county forest which we are addressing, including rutting in lower areas on certain 

timber sales.  The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed on file. 

 

11. Close timber sales.   

 T006-09 Wiitala & Vozka  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T009-09 Wiitala & Vozka Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T005-10 Graap Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T012-10 Graap Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 

Motion by Berndt, second by Rankin to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried.   

 

12. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meetings are set as follows: 

Monday, February 14, 2011 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

Monday, March 14, 2011 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

 

Richard Berndt requested that the Recreation Officer present a report on activities at a future meeting. 

 

13. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Berndt, second by Bailey to adjourn at 10:10 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


