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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, October 5, 2009 @ 8:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 156 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, Richard Eisenman, Frank Saal, David Fox  

 

Visitors:   Ronald Nicklaus, Laurie Groskopf, Linda Becker, Dick Lokemoen, Lydia Bauman, Mary Bauman, 

Randy Brandner, Jane Ann Savaske, Rick Weide, Bill Groth, Joan Guisto, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Sherrie Zortman 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, October 5, 

2009 in Conference Room 156, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Graham 

Rankin at 8:30 a.m.  Frank Saal arrived at 8:35 a.m. 

 

2. Approve minutes of September 8, 2009 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Fox to approve minutes of 

September 8, 2009 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Year to date budget report was reviewed and placed on file.   

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

5. Normal Park.  Lydia Bauman appeared to advise that her family wishes to establish and fund a new bandshell 

at Normal Park.  Several sites were considered, but Normal Park’s historic location was deemed the best site for 

the bandshell.  Neighbors were surveyed and most found to be in favor, and Mrs. Bauman suggested that the 

bandshell could be rented out.  Several citizens appeared and spoke in favor of the bandshell.  The city has 

indicated that they would take over maintenance of the park if the county would allow the bandshell to be built.  

Discussion was held regarding restrooms and other developments, possible future potential use of this site, how 

developments may affect future use potential, fees, maintenance, cleanup and attracting people to the city. 

 

6. Future wolf population goals – Laurie Groskopf.  Laurie Groskopf appeared to give a brief synopsis of the 

history of the Wolf Plan/Management. The original goal of 350 wolves in Wisconsin has turned into over 620 

and asked that the DNR implement realistic strategies to keep the population down.  Ms. Groskopf spoke about 

livestock and dog depredations, and the drastic decline in the deer population. Rick Weide, DNR Biologist, 

advised that the DNR is not opposed to wolf population control, but the federal government now has the authority 

over this issue.  Weide advised kill permits are issued to landowners when necessary, and plans are down the 

road for a public harvest.  Discussion followed. 

 

Break taken at 10:00 a.m.  Reconvened at 10:15 a.m. 

(The order of items on the agenda was changed to accommodate visitors and land sale.) 

 

10. Open and award bids for Lincoln County Land Sale/10:00 a.m.  No bids were received for 2 parcels offered 

for sale. Discussion followed.  Motion by Rankin, second by Eisenman to continue advertising parcels on Lincoln 

County webpage and authorize Forest Administrator to accept offer to purchase at the minimum bid price listed if 

such offer is made.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

7. Discussion of ATV use on forest roads.  Joan Giusto appeared to ask that Cinder Road be opened for ATV use.  

Kevin advised of safety and liability concerns.  Extra expense for maintenance of this road would not be funded 

by gas tax dollars or ATV funds.  Joan advised that use of Cinder Road would alleviate pressure on the trails and 

having more connecting roads would bring in more riders, which is good for the economy.  Discussion also 

followed regarding possible summer ATV use on snowmobile trail between Copper Lake Road and Horn Lake 

Road.  Spread of invasive plant species, cost of road development and maintenance and conflict with other user 

groups are among the concerns.   Motion by Saal, second by Rankin to direct Forest Administrator to meet with 

ATV representatives to help develop and implement a long range plan for the trail system in Lincoln County to 

include linking trails with other counties.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
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8. Loop Road skijoring request.   Kevin received a request to open some cross-country ski trails for skijoring (a 

skier being pulled by a dog).  Dogs are currently not allowed on the groomed trails, but it would be a possibility 

on Loop Road, and would require no extra maintenance.  Kevin recommended trying this program, as it would 

offer another recreational opportunity.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to allow 

skijoring on Loop Road for this winter on a trial basis.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

9. LUV pilot program update.  Kevin advised that the LUV pilot program ended on September 30, 2009 and was 

successful.  The State is working on making this a permanent program, and a second pilot program will begin 

next spring and run through September 2012 and be open to all counties.  Discussion followed.  Motion by 

Rankin, second by Saal to support extension and participate in second LUV pilot program beginning next spring.  

All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

11. WCFA fall convention – November 6, 2009, Trego, WI.  Discussion was held regarding upcoming 

convention.  

 

14. Set date and authorize advertising for fall timber sale.  Motion by Berndt, second by Eisenman to authorize 

advertising and set Timber Sale date for Monday, December 7, 2009.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

15. WDNR Report - Bill Groth.  Rick Weide reported that the summer was productive with the openings 

maintenance and renovations done.  The New Wood State Wildlife Area will be open to camping from 

September through December as an experimental program for hunters.  Pat Rominski, Wildlife Technician 

announced his retirement, and Rick expressed concerns that it is important to keep this position in Lincoln 

County.  Discussion followed. Rick will keep Committee informed as he receives more information.   

 

16. Review Administrator's written report.  Kevin reported that Steve Huth, forestry worker, retired.  Centralized 

financing and union issues were discussed.  Construction of restroom by the Multi-Use Building will commence 

this week.  Discussion followed regarding Normal Park.  Motion by Saal, second by Eisenman to instruct Forest 

Administrator to get input on Normal Park from County Board Supervisors at next County Board meeting under 

Reports of Standing and Special Committees.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The Administrator’s written report was 

reviewed and placed on file. 

 

17.  Close timber sales.  No sales to close. 

 

18. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meetings are set as follows: 

Monday, November 2, 2009 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158 

Monday, December 7, 2009 at 9:00 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 247-248, 

(upper level) 

  

12. Closed Session. Convene into closed session pursuant to §19.85 (1) (c). Review job performance of the 

County Forest Administrator.  Motion by Berndt, second by Saal to convene into closed session authorizing Kevin 

to remain for closed session.  Roll call vote taken. Rankin-aye, Berndt-aye, Fox-aye, Eisenman-aye, Saal-aye. 

Motion carried.  

Motion by Berndt, second by Saal to reconvene into open session.  Roll call vote taken.  Roll call vote taken. 

Rankin-aye, Berndt-aye, Fox-aye, Eisenman-aye, Saal-aye. Motion carried.  

 

13. Open Session. Take any necessary action on items discussed during closed session.  Motion by Rankin, second 

by Berndt to approve favorable evaluation of Kevin Kleinschmidt, authorizing step increase and forward to 

Finance.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

19. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Fox, second by Berndt to adjourn at 11:40 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


