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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, November 2, 2009 @ 8:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 158 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present:  Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, Richard Eisenman, Frank Saal, David Fox  

 

Visitors:  Joan Guisto, Mike Lietz, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Sherrie Zortman 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, November 2, 

2009 in Conference Room 158, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Chair 

Graham Rankin at 8:30 a.m.  David Fox arrived at 9:15 a.m. 

 

2. Approve minutes of October 5, 2009 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Saal to approve minutes of 

October 5, 2009 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Year to date budget report was reviewed and placed on file.   

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Joan Giusto reported on a Chamber of Commerce 

meeting she attended with various business people present at Sara Park regarding routing ATV trails through 

Tomahawk and connecting trails. Most people in attendance were in favor, with the goal being ATV accessibility 

to local businesses. 

 

(The order of items on the agenda was changed.) 

 

6. 2010 budget update.  Kevin reported the vacant 1/2 time forestry worker position will most likely be shared 

with the Highway Department after Union issues are settled.  The vacant full time forestry worker position will 

not be filled since the foreman’s position was restructured so the main forestry office can take care of some office 

duties that had been handled at the forestry shop, giving this position more field time.  If additional help is 

needed on some projects, we will contract with the Highway Dept.  Centralized financing was discussed.  Kevin 

suggested reporting year-end revenue designated for general fund and CIP at County Board Meeting. 

 

7. WCFA fall convention – November 6, 2009.  Discussion was held regarding upcoming convention in Trego, 

WI.  

 

8. Fall timber sale – December 7, 2009.  Kevin updated Committee on the fall timber sale. 

 

9. CTH B parking lot restroom update.  Kevin advised that the restroom should be completed in 1-2 weeks and 

the final landscaping will be done next spring. 

 

10. WDNR Report - Bill Groth.  Mike Lietz reported for Bill Groth, who was not in attendance.  Mike advised 

that 25% of County Time Standards are completed and the timber sales to be sold this fall look good.  No news 

on the sale of the old ranger station.   

 

11. Review Administrator's written report.  Kevin reported that he met with 2 members of the Harrison Hills 

ATV Club and discussed long range planning for this program.   Discussion followed regarding trail access 

options to Tomahawk and Merrill, working with adjacent counties to develop regional ATV trail plans, 

emergency signing and trail development. The Hiawatha Trail was also discussed.  An offer to purchase Parcel 1, 

Town of Bradley offered at the recent land sale, was made and is being reviewed by Corporation Counsel. The 

Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed on file. 

 

Break taken at 9:45 a.m.  Reconvened at 9:55 a.m. 

 

12.  Close timber sales.  No sales to close. 
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13. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meeting will be held on Monday, 

December 7, 2009 at 9:00 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 247-248, (upper level). 

 

5. Normal Park.  The Committee discussed Norman Park issues.  Discussion was held regarding the fairgrounds 

as an alternate location for the bandshell, zoning requirements, parking, handicap accessibility, restrooms and 

other developments and maintenance.  The Committee will attend the next Public Property Committee meeting to 

be held on November 19, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.  Issues the Forestry Committee would like to address are as follows: 

 1. Who has jurisdiction over the property? 

 2. Should there be improvements on the property? 

 3. Who provides maintenance, Forestry or Public Property? 

4. Should maintenance be transferred over to the City of Merrill and under what conditions?  

   (Total program development?) 
 

  14. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Rankin, second by Eisenman to adjourn at 10:40 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion 

  carried. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


