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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, December 7, 2009 @ 9:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 247-248 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present:  Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, Richard Eisenman, Frank Saal, David Fox  

 

Visitors:  Joan Guisto, Mike Lietz, Bill Groth, Janeann Savaske, Mary Bauman, Nancy Bergstrom, Tim Meehan, 

R. H. Lussow, Jamie Lukes, Greg Lukes, Todd Pond, Russ Werner, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Dean Bowe, Lee Rahlf, 

Jerrad Macholl, Sherrie Zortman 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, December 7, 

2009 in Conference Room 247-248, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Chair 

Graham Rankin at 9:00 a.m.  David Fox arrived at 9:03 a.m.  

 

2. Approve minutes of November 2, 2009 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to approve minutes 

of November 2, 2009 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Discussion was held regarding Recreational Officer budget and request 

made to receive quarterly status reports. Year to date budget report was reviewed and placed on file.   

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Joan Giusto commented that new restroom for the 

multi-use building in Harrison is very nice.  

 

5. Set DOT equipment rates.  Kevin requested that Forestry use the current DOT equipment rates like the 

Highway Dept. and not approve these rates through the committee every year because of the new centralized 

accounting program.  Motion by Fox, second by Eisenman to authorize Forestry Department to use the same 

current DOT equipment rates as the Highway Department on an ongoing basis.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

6. Normal Park.  Kevin distributed proposal regarding Normal Park, to be forwarded as resolution to County 

Board.   Discussion was held regarding future use and value of Normal Park.  Mary Bauman advised she is 

submitting a petition signed by residents of Merrill and Tomahawk supporting a bandshell at Normal Park.  The 

Merrill Historical Society submitted a letter unanimously supporting the construction of a bandshell.  Motion by 

Fox, second by Eisenman to forward resolution to County Board.  Further discussion held.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried.  

 

7. Campground Expansion.  Frank asked that this item be placed on the agenda, and noted that discussion 

regarding campground expansion was held several years ago.  Frank proposed that research be conducted 

regarding the expansion of Otter Lake Campground and talked about alternative energy for power, new 

restrooms, and additional revenue campground improvement/expansion could bring to the county.  Discussion 

will continue after bid opening.   

 

A break was taken at 9:55 a.m. 

Meeting reconvened at 10:00 a.m. 

 

9. Timber Sale bid opening – 10:00 a.m.  Kevin made introductions and explained the bidding procedure.  Timber 

Sale bids were opened and read.  A total of 78 bids for 14 jobs offered were received.  The total of bids received 

is $340,661.55. 

 

7. Campground Expansion (continued).  Discussion continued regarding facilities, playgrounds, and alternative 

powers.  Kevin was instructed to research possibility of upgrading campgrounds.  
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8. CTH S tax delinquent property.  Kevin informed Committee that the approved offer to purchase fell through, 

and we will continue to list and show property.  Frank requested more information be provided on agenda items 

in the future. 

 

10. WDNR Report - Bill Groth.  Bill Groth reported that DNR timber sales are coming in January, and Antigo 

and Wausau Service Center hours are being reduced along with some personnel.  

 

11. Review Administrator's written report.  Kevin reported that Highway B multi-use building restroom is 

completed and additional landscaping will be done next summer.  Discussion was held regarding centralized 

financing, Recreational Officer report and invasive species. The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and 

placed on file. 

 

12.  Close timber sales.   

T034-05 NewPage Corporation   Close and Refund Bond 

  

 Motion by Eisenman, second by Saal to close sale per Kevin’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

   

13. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meeting will be held on Monday, 

January 4, 2010 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158. 

 

14. Award Timber Sale Bids.  Motion by Fox, second by Berndt to accept apparent high bids as presented 

pending reference checks.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

  15. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Rankin to adjourn at 10:55 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion 

  carried. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt, Sherrie Zortman and Dean Bowe 


