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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, February 14, 2011 @ 8:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, Richard Eisenman and John Bailey 

 

Members Absent:  David Fox 

 

Visitors:   Bill Groth, Travis Watruba, Jerry Zastrow, Kevin Kleinschmidt, and Sherrie Zortman  

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

February 14, 2011 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to 

order by Chair Graham Rankin at 8:30 a.m.  David Fox was absent. 

 

2. Approve minutes of January 10, 2011 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Bailey to approve 

minutes of January 10, 2011 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Kevin presented budget report. The Committee reviewed year to 

date budget report and placed on file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

5. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received.   

 

6. Recreation Officer Report.  Travis Watruba, Recreation Officer, appeared to report on his activities at 

the Committee’s request.  His oral report consisted of his job duties including patrolling activities on the 

County Forest and the three recreational patrol programs administered by the state.  Kevin advised there 

has been a noted reduction in illegal activities and has received many positive comments and 

recreational users appreciate the presence of this position in the county. 

 

7. 2012 budget discussion. Kevin referred to the Resolution passed by the County Board regarding 2012 

budget target and guidelines.  Discussion was held regarding the Snowmobile Program and the future 

need for a new snowmobile groomer. Jerry Zastrow, shop foreman, advised that he has researched 

various equipment options and reported on his findings. The Committee directed Kevin to continue to 

explore this issue and the options available and report back.  

 

A five minute break was taken at 9:55 a.m. 

 

Budget discussion resumed.  Kevin advised he researched the issues involved in campground expansion, 

as directed by the Committee.  Discussion followed regarding regulations, cost and logistics involved 

with upgrades, terrain and wetland issues.  The committee felt that campground expansion with 

improvements was not practical for Otter Lake.  Additional discussion on possible budget cut scenarios 

and their ramifications took place.  The recreational aspect of the Forestry Department’s program may 

need to be considered to reach possible 2012 budget reduction goals.  This subject will be put on next 

months agenda for further discussion.  
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8. Approve attendance at WCFA Spring Meeting – March 17-18, 2011.  Kevin sent the Committee the 

agenda for the WCFA Spring Meeting to be held in Keshena on March 17-18, 2011.  Motion by Bailey,  

second by Eisenman to approve mileage and per diem for Committee members attending WCFA Spring 

Meeting on March 17-18, 2011.   All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

9. Review Annual Report.  Kevin advised the Annual Report was provided in the Committee’s packets 

and discussion was held regarding various items in the report including biomass harvesting. Motion by 

Rankin, second by Berndt to approve 2010 Annual Report.  All ayes. Motion carried.  

 

10. Authorization of CCA Project.  Kevin notified the committee of changes in the language the state is 

requiring regarding the resolution for the County Conservation Aid Program.  This year’s grant project 

will be improvement of the Bruce Lake boat landing and green tree release. Discussion followed.  

Motion by Eisenman, second by Bailey to authorize county forest administrator to submit reimbursement 

claims along with necessary supporting documentation;   sign documents and take necessary action to 

undertake, direct and complete the approved CCA project.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

11. Request to fill vacancy of forester position. Kevin stated that Jerrod Macholl will be resigning from 

his position, and his last day of employment is February 25, 2011. Kevin requested that this position be 

filled.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Bailey, second by Eisenman to approve request to fill vacancy 

of forester position, waiving the 90 day hiring freeze, and forward request to Administrative and 

Legislative and Personnel Committees.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

12. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill Groth reported that all paperwork was received from the county for 

the 16 spring timber sales and DNR is reviewing them. Discussion followed regarding time standard 

hours and possible state cutbacks. 
  
13. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin advised that the budget modification for 2010 will be 

presented next month.  The snowmobile and cross-country ski trails were in good shape, but will be 

monitored closely due to the recent warm weather. The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and 

placed on file. 

 

14. Close timber sales.   

 T004-10 Graap Logging  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T033-04 Roland Schmidt Close and refund bond and account overpayment 

  

Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried.   

 

15. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meetings are set as follows: 

Monday, March 14, 2011 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158 

Monday, April 11, 2011 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158 

 

16. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Rankin to adjourn at 10:47 a.m.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


