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LINCOLN COUNTY FORESTRY, LAND & PARKS COMMITTEE  

Minutes of Wednesday, February 8, 2006 @ 8:30 AM 

Forestry Meeting Room, Land Resource Center  

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Elroy Schmidt, R. Wayne Plant, Frank Saal, Graham Rankin, David Fox 
MEMBERS ABSENT:    None 
VISITORS PRESENT:    Bill Groth, Abigail Wix, Thomas Rick, Norman Heckendorf, Rob Kudick, 
        Nancy Bergstrom, Bob Kunkel, Thomas Hayden, John Kratz, Jane Severt,   
           Sherrie Zortman 
 
 
1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Wednesday, 
February 8, 2006 in the Forestry Meeting Room, Land Resource Center.  The meeting was called to order at 
8:30 a.m. by Chairman Elroy Schmidt.   
 
2. Approve minutes of January 4, 2006 and January 13, 2006 meetings.  Motion by Plant, second by Saal to 
approve the minutes of January 4, 2006 and January 13, 2006 as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
3. Review vouchers.  Committee reviewed vouchers as previously paid.  Jane explained that there may be 
changes in the way we handle the bough program.  These changes will be presented at a later date. 
 
4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Norman Heckendorf inquired about a request by 
the Harrison Hills ATV Club to construct a multi-use building in Harrison Hills and submitted construction 
bids to the Committee.  Discussion followed. 
 
(The order of items on the agenda was changed to accommodate visitors.) 
 
8. City of Merrill tax delinquent parcel.  Jane informed the Committee that after conducting research 
regarding the tax delinquent parcel in the City of Merrill, it was found that some deeds needed correction and 
those corrections led to further fragmentation of the strip of land adjacent to the water tower.  City of Merrill 
Atty. Thomas Hayden asked that this subject be put on next month’s agenda.  Discussion followed.   Motion 
by Saal, second by Rankin to layover this agenda item regarding the City of Merrill tax delinquent parcel until 
next month’s Committee meeting.  Discussion followed.  Chair called the question.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
5. 2005 accomplishments and 2006 department goals.  Wayne inquired about implementation of MAPLE 
software, a department goal for the last 6 years.  Jane explained that the Administrative & Legislative 
Committee authorized Joel Lang to commit the necessary time to complete the program.  Discussion followed.  
Goals in the New Wood block were discussed. 
 
6. Approval of 2005 Annual Report.  Discussion followed regarding forest land revenue and 10% payment to 
towns.  Motion by Plant, second by Fox to approve the 2005 Annual Report.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
7. Report/Action regarding January 13, 2006 field tour of Hiawatha Trail.  Discussion followed.  Motion by 
Fox, second by Rankin to refrain from involvement in this private issue based on observations from field tour 
of Hiawatha Trail on January 13, 2006.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
9. Request for plowing at New Wood Park.  Jane reported that Mary Wendorf, an employee of the School 
Forest, requested that New Wood Park be plowed to provide parking for individuals who wish to ski on 
School Forest property.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Fox, second by Plant to recommend that the School 
Forest expend other options to use their own parking facilities and if that is not possible this issue may be 
reconsidered by the Forestry Committee.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
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11. Public access deed restriction.  Jane explained the public access deed restriction brought to the 
Committee’s attention at the January meeting.  Resolution #47, drafted in 1954 stated that tax deed lands 
acquired by the County have a provision inserted stating that said lands cannot be posted to prevent hunting 
by the general public unless used for agricultural purposes and in the immediate area of a dwelling.  In 1972, 
Resolution #62 established a procedure to release that provision by imposing a fee of $10.00 for each parcel 
of land of 40 acres or less.  Jane reported that she met with Nancy Bergstrom and Bob Kunkel, and they 
drafted a resolution that maintains all requests to remove the deed restriction will be handled on a case-by-
case basis.  Discussion followed.  Rob Kudick, Wausau Papers, expressed concerns regarding limited access 
and marketability impact.  Over 3,600 acres of Wausau Papers land has this restriction.  Nancy recommended 
that the draft resolution be presented to the County Board, possibly amending the fee imposed or opting to 
keep all restrictions on. Dave Fox suggested development of a policy, not case-by-case consideration.  Wayne 
and Frank asked that the County Board be provided with both pros and cons on this issue.  Discussion 
followed.  Motion by Saal, second by Rankin to present the draft resolution regarding the public access deed 
restriction to County Board for discussion.  Schmidt, Rankin, Saal –ayes.  Fox, Plant – nays.  Motion carried 
3-2.   
 

A brief break was taken at 10:40 a.m.  Meeting resumed at 10:45 a.m. 

 
10. 2005 department observations and costs associated with vandalism on County Forest.  The Committee 
received a handout regarding vandalism on the County Forest.  Discussion followed. 
 
12. WDNR Wildlife Report – Rich Wissink.  Rich was not present at the Committee meeting.  Jane informed 
the Committee that alder shearing has been done. 
  
13. WDNR Forester’s Report – Bill Groth.  Bill distributed copies of the notice that was printed regarding 
public comment on the Environmental Assessment Report for the 15-Year Lincoln County Forest 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
 
14. Review Administrator’s report.  The Administrator’s Report was distributed prior to the meeting.   
     
15. Close Timber Sales. 
T005-02 Smola Brothers, Inc.  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 
 
Motion by Schmidt, second by Fox to close sale per Jane’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
16. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
March 8, 2006 at 8:30 a.m. in the Forestry Meeting Room, Land Resource Center.   
 
17. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Plant, second by Saal to adjourn at 11:05 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


