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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, April 5, 2010 @ 8:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 158 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

 

Members Present:  Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, Richard Eisenman, Frank Saal, David Fox  

 

Visitors:  Joan Guisto, Bill Groth, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Sherrie Zortman 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, April 5, 

2010 in Conference Room 158, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Chair 

Graham Rankin at 8:30 a.m.   

 

2. Approve minutes of March 8, 2010 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman to approve minutes of March 8, 2010 as 

printed.  Joan Guisto requested that the minutes reflect that the Harrison Hills ATV Club did not ask for use of 

the Hiawatha Trail for summer ATV use, but as an alternative route during the 4
th
 Street bridge construction, and 

did not request that this item be placed on the agenda, as recorded in the February/March 2010 minutes.  

Discussion followed.  Motion by Eisenman to change previous motion and approve amended minutes of March 8, 

2010.  Saal second the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Kevin explained state grants recorded on the budget report.  Year to date 

budget report was reviewed and placed on file.   

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

5. UTV Pilot Program.  Kevin advised that the state is conducting a second Pilot Program that would allow 

Utility Terrain Vehicles on the trails through June 30, 2012.  This program had been previously known as the 

Light Utility Vehicle Program.  Several changes have been made from the previous program, including that a 

townships participation is automatic unless they opt out. The Committee expressed support for Lincoln County’s 

participation in this program last October, but Kevin asked for formal adoption to participate in the second Pilot 

Program.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Fox, second by Berndt to approve Lincoln County’s participation in 

the UTV Pilot Program.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

6. Set date for Committee tour and/or viewing tax delinquent lands.  Kevin reported there are 3 tax delinquent 

parcels to view that will be added to the previous 2 parcels that were not sold last year.  Several areas on the 

County Forest may also be viewed at this time.  Discussion followed.  The date for the tour will be scheduled for 

June at the next Forestry Committee meeting.   

 

7. Approve Eagle Scout projects. 

A.  Park improvements   

B.  Informational signs on ATV trail 

Kevin advised one scout has requested to improve the boardwalk around Otter Lake, and another scout would 

like to put up informational signs at two locations on the ATV trail.  Liability issues are being worked out with 

Corporation Counsel.  Motion by Saal, second by Eisenman to approve Eagle Scout projects contingent on 

liability issues being addressed.  Motion carried.  All ayes. 

 

8. Campground expansion update.  Kevin reported he is doing research on solar thermal and solar electric energy 

for Otter Lake Campground.  Discussion followed regarding solar electricity, soils required for septic tank 

absorption fields and campground expansion.  Kevin hopes to conduct further research regarding this issue in the 

next few months.   

 

9. WDNR Report - Bill Groth.  Bill Groth reported on the early fire season, citing over 10 fires on 60 acres in the 

Merrill/Tomahawk area. 
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10. Review Administrator's written report.  Kevin reported that the Summer Tour will be held in Burnett/Polk 

Counties on June 17-18, 2010, with more information to come.  The Administrator’s written report was reviewed 

and placed on file. 

 

11.  Close timber sales.   

T023-07 NewPage Corporation  Close and refund bond 

 

Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to close sale per Kevin’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

12. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meeting will be held on Monday, May      

10, 2010 at 9:00 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 156. 

 

 13. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Saal, second by Berndt to adjourn at 9:15 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


