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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, May 10, 2010@ 9:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 156 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox, Richard Eisenman and John Bailey 

 

Visitors:   Dave Jackson, Phil Theiler, Bill Groth, Dean Lemke, Fred Latzig, Bob Pound, Joan Giusto, Collin 

Lueck, David Black, II, Don Friske, Rick Graap, John Lawrence, John Lemke, Todd Pond, Bruce Dassow, Russ 

Werner, Bruce Malueg, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Dean Bowe, Lee Rahlf, Sherrie Zortman  

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, May 10, 

2010 in Conference Room 156, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Kevin 

Kleinschmidt at 9:00 a.m. 

 

2. Election of Committee Chair.  Kevin Kleinschmidt requested nominations for Chair of the Forestry, Land and 

Parks Committee.  Richard Eisenman nominated Graham Rankin. There were no other nominations.  Motion by 

Fox, second by Eisenman that nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast for Graham Rankin as Chair.  

All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

3. Election of Committee Vice-Chair.  Graham Rankin requested nominations for Vice-Chair.  Graham Rankin 

nominated David Fox.  There were no other nominations.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Bailey that 

nominations be closed and a unanimous ballot be cast for David Fox as Vice-Chair.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

4. Election of Committee Secretary.  Graham Rankin requested nominations for Secretary.  David Fox nominated 

Richard Berndt.  There were no other nominations.  Motion by Bailey, second by Rankin that nominations be 

closed and a unanimous ballot be cast for Richard Berndt as Secretary.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

5. Approve minutes of April 5, 2010 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to approve minutes of 

April 5, 2010 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

6. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on file. 

 

7. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

  

8. Merrill DNR Ranger Station Fire Protection Status – Dave Jackson.  Dave Jackson appeared to voice concerns 

regarding fire protection status of the Merrill DNR, and explained report, copies of which were provided to the 

Committee.  Phil Theiler, WI DNR, joined Dave in stating his concerns regarding available resources in staffing, 

equipment availability in addition to budget constraints being placed on the state.  Discussion followed regarding 

safety issues, township expertise to handle wildfires, and protection of the county’s valuable assets. Dave 

summarized presentation.  Chair Rankin advised that the Committee will discuss this issue further.  

 

A brief break was taken at 9:55 a.m.  Meeting resumed at 10:00 a.m.  

 

15. Open timber sale bids – 10:00 a.m.  Kevin welcomed those present, made introductions and explained the 

bidding procedure.  Timber sale bids were opened and read.  A total of 135 bids on 18 jobs were opened. 

   

8. Merrill DNR Ranger Station Fire Protection Status – Dave Jackson.  Committee returned to this agenda item 

for discussion.  Motion by Fox, second by Eisenman to instruct Kevin to draft a resolution regarding fire 

protection issues and forward to County Board.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

9. Approve attendance at WCFA Summer Tour – June 17-18, 2010.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Fox to 

approve Committee attendance, authorizing mileage and per diem for members attending the WCFA Summer 

Tour.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
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10. Set date for Committee tour and/or viewing tax delinquent lands.  Tour and viewing of tax delinquent parcels 

will be held after next month’s Committee meeting on June 14, 2010. 

 

11. Approve Capital Outlay projects.  Copies of Forestry Equipment Capital Outlay request were distributed to 

the Committee and discussion followed.  Motion by Bailey, second by Rankin to approve 2011 Capital Outlay 

request and forward to Finance.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

12. Approve preliminary 2011 budget.  Kevin explained the preliminary budget for 2011.  Discussion followed.  

Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to approve the Forestry Department preliminary 2011 budget and 

forward to Finance.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

13. County Forest Road Monitoring Policy.  Kevin distributed copies of the policy and explained that it was 

developed due to a forest certification corrective action.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Bailey, second by Fox 

to approve the County Forest Road Monitoring Policy.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

14. Town of Rock Falls informational sign – Tug Lake Road.  Motion by Fox, second by Berndt to approve 

informational sign in Town of Rock Falls, to be placed at mentioned location.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

16. WDNR Forester’s Report – Bill Groth.  Bill reported on Merrill Ranger position and Phil Theiler provided 

further information. 

  

17. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin reported that ATV trail damage and garbage dumping issues 

on the County Forest were being handled by the Rec. Officer.  Tree planting on the forest has begun and 

ATV/UTV trails opened May 1.  The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed on file. 

 

18. Close timber sales. 

 T002-03 Tom Fick   Close and retain Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T026-06 G & L Logging   Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T019-08 Rick Graap   Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T029-09 Rick Graap   Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

  

Motion by Berndt, second by Rankin to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

19. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meeting will take place on Monday, 

June 14, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. at Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158. 

 

20. Award timber sale bids.  The timber sale bids were reviewed by the Committee.  The total estimated value for 

the 18 jobs sold was $661,654.45.  Motion by Rankin, second by Eisenman to award sales to high bidders, except 

Job T015-10 to be awarded to second highest bidder due to past job performance of the high bidder.  All ayes.  

Motion carried.   

  

21. Adjourn meeting:  Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to adjourn at 11:30 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt, Dean Bowe and Sherrie Zortman 


