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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, June 14, 2010@ 8:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 158 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox, Richard Eisenman and John Bailey 

 

Visitors:   Bill Groth, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Mike Lietz and Sherrie Zortman  

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, June 14, 

2010 in Conference Room 158, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Chair 

Graham Rankin at 8:00 a.m. 

 

2. Approve minutes of May 10, 2010 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Bailey to approve minutes of 

May 10, 2010 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

5. Confirm attendance at WCFA Summer Tour – June 17-18, 2010.  Attendance confirmed for WCFA Summer 

Tour in Siren, Wisconsin.  

 

6. Long Lake boat landing.  Kevin advised that the Long/Bass Lake Association, requested permission to place an 

informational sign by the boat landing alerting the public of the new “no wake” law.  Motion by Bailey, second 

by Berndt to approve placement of a sign by the Long Lake boat landing.  All ayes. Motion carried.  

 

7. Budget modifications.  Kevin advised the budget modifications will be reviewed next month. 

  

8. Highway Department Timber Sale.  Kevin reported that the property the Highway Dept. has advertised for sale 

in the Town of Merrill has not sold and the Highway Commissioner and he have discussed the possibility of 

setting up a timber sale on this property.  The revenue from the sale would support the Highway contingency 

fund for winter maintenance. Discussion followed.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Fox to approve that the 

Forestry Department mark and administer Timber Sale for the Highway Department.  All ayes. Motion carried.  

 

9. WDNR Water Permits.  Kevin informed the Committee that the water regulatory permit issues discussed at the 

March WCFA meeting are being addressed.  The Public Forests Resource Group met in April and developed 

several proposals to address the concerns brought forward by various Counties and the Forest Service. Discussion 

followed.  No action necessary. 

 

10. WDNR Dam Inspections.  Kevin advised that due to WDNR budget constraints, it is possible that the DNR 

will no longer inspect large dams every 10 years, as done in the past. A professional engineer will have to be 

hired to periodically inspect these dams. Discussion followed.  No action necessary.  

 

11. Set date for tax delinquent land sale – August.  The Lincoln County Land Sale will be held on August 9, 2010 

with the bid opening at 10:00 a.m. 

 

12. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill and Mike Lietz reported that the Merrill Ranger position has been posted to 

be filled internally, and the transfer of the old Ranger Station to the City is moving forward.  

  

13. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin reported that tree planting has been completed for the season 

and discussion was held regarding the resolution opposing the removal of DNR fire control services from the 

Merrill Station.  The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed on file. 
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14. Close timber sales.  No sales to close.   

 

15. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meeting will take place on Monday, 

July 12, 2010 at 8:30 a.m. at Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158. 

 

16. Leave to view tax delinquent parcels -The committee left at 9:05 a.m. to view tax delinquent parcels. 

 

17. View and establish minimum bids on tax delinquent parcels. –The committee viewed and established 

minimum bids for all tax delinquent parcels to be offered for the County Land Sale. 

 

18. Field Trip – Lunch provided. 

 A. Committee viewed Hwy 8 Biomass Sale –11:45 a.m. 

 B. Lunch-Penny Lake and aesthetic forest management along Penny/Somo Lake – 12:15 p.m. 

 C. Committee viewed Forester Road pine sales – 1:15 p.m. 

 D. Committee viewed Biewer Timber Sale T002-10 -1:30 p.m. 

 E. Committee viewed Wildwood Ave. snowmobile trail – 2:15 p.m. 

 F. Committee viewed Averill Creek Firelane - 2:45 p.m. 

 G. Return to Merrill – 3:35 p.m. 

 

19. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Bernt to adjourn at 3:35 p.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 

 

 

 

 

 


