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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, August 3, 2009 @ 9:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 158 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, Richard Eisenman, Frank Saal, David Fox  

 

Visitors:   Bill Zeitz, Joan Guisto, Bill Groth, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Sherrie Zortman  

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, August 3, 

2009 in Conference Room 158, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Graham 

Rankin at 9:00 a.m.   

 

2. Approve minutes of July 6, 2009 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Saal to approve minutes of July 6, 

2009 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Year to date budget report was reviewed and placed on file.   

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

5. Normal Park – Bill Zeitz.  Bill Zeitz appeared to inquire about progress made with City of Merrill regarding 

proposed options for Normal Park.  Kevin reported that discussion with the City of Merrill Mayor indicate that 

the City is not in a financial position to offer money or property in trade for the park.  Discussion followed 

regarding zoning issues and also available options such as entering into a short-term, renewable lease where the 

City would take over maintenance of the park and the County could recover its interest in the property if it is in 

the best interest of the taxpayers, or listing the property for sale.  The Committee directed Kevin to compose a 

press release to be reviewed at the next Committee meeting before publishing.  

 

6. Approve Highway Department Timber Sale.  Kevin explained that Randy Scholz and himself have been 

discussing the possibility of setting up a timber sale on approximately 160 acres of land owned by Highway 

Department.  Funds received from the timber sale would go into a contingency fund for the Highway Department 

for winter maintenance.  The possibility of selling this land before harvesting timber is also being explored.  

Motion by Saal, second by Eisenman to authorize the Forestry Department to investigate possible sale, and to 

setup and administrate timber sale for Highway Department.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Break taken at 9:55 a.m.  Meeting resumed at 10:00 a.m. 

 

(The order of items on the agenda was changed for the Lincoln County Land Sale.) 

 

11. Open and award bids for Lincoln County Land Sale – 10:00 a.m.  No bids were received for 2 parcels offered 

for sale.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Saal to readvertise parcels at same minimum bid rates, sale to be held 

on Tuesday, September 8, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

12. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meetings are set as follows: 

Tuesday, September 8, 2009 at 9:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158 

Monday, October 5, 2009 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158  

 

 7. Lookout Mountain cell phone tower lease.  Kevin addressed the proposal by AT&T to amend our current cell 

phone tower lease agreement.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Fox, second by Saal to approve amended  

Lookout Mountain cell phone tower lease agreement with AT&T.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

8. WDNR Report - Bill Groth.  Bill Groth, Forestry Liaison, reported that he has been helping Forestry with a 

County timber sale on CTH R.  Wildlife openings are being mowed and will be renovated in the future.  The 

DNR is still interested in selling the old DNR station.   
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9. Review Administrator's written report.  Kevin reported that the DNR extended the Sustainable Forestry Grant 

being used for garlic mustard spraying.  Snowmobile and ATV Rehabilitation grant dollars have been received, 

and the Long Lake boat landing improvements are finished.  Also, improvements to the Underdown Recreational 

Area have been completed, including parking lot expansion, improvements to campsites and well pump.  Grant 

dollars received by the Underdown Horse Club and State were used to make these improvements.  Discussion 

was held regarding sharing employees with the Highway Department and Union issues.  The Administrator’s 

written report was reviewed and placed on file. 

 

10. Close timber sales.  No timber sales to close.  

  

13. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to adjourn at 10:45 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


