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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Tuesday, September 8, 2009 @ 9:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 158 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, Richard Eisenman, Frank Saal, David Fox  

 

Visitors:   Bill Groth, Joan Guisto, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Bob Kunkel, Deb Gerdes 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Tuesday, September 

8, 2009 in Conference Room 158, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to order by Graham 

Rankin at 9:30 a.m.   

 

2. Approve minutes of August 3, 2009 meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Fox to approve minutes of 

August 3, 2009 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  Year to date budget report was reviewed and placed on file.   

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Joan Guisto’s request for the Harrison Hills ATV 

Club to be put on next month’s agenda was granted. 

 

5. Land Purchase – DOT – Bob Kunkel.  Bob Kunkel appeared to explain a proposal from the Department of 

Transportation to purchase land and obtain temporary easements on the courthouse and jail properties for 

construction of a round-a-bout.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Saal, second by Eisenman to approve proposal 

from the DOT.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

(The order of items on the agenda was changed to accommodate visitors and land sale.) 

 

10. Normal Park.  Bob Kunkel explained the item regarding construction of a band shell at Normal Park was 

placed on the Public Property Committee agenda in error.  It will be added to the Forestry, Land and Parks 

Committee agenda for October, 2009.  Kevin presented the press release that had been requested.  It was agreed 

not to publish the press release at this time.  Discussion was held on entering into a new agreement with the City 

of Merrill.  Kevin was instructed to meet with Dan Wendorf to discuss park maintenance and report his findings 

to the committee. 

 

14.  Open and award bids for Lincoln County Land Sale/10:00 a.m.  No bids were received for 2 parcels offered 

for sale. Discussion followed.   

 

Break taken at 10:20 a.m.  Meeting resumed at 10:25 a.m. 

 

Motion by Saal and second by Eisenman to readvertise both parcels at lower minimum bid prices; sale to be held 

on Monday, October 5, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

6. Land for sale – Dotter property – Section 30 T33N R6E.  Motion by Saal and second by Berndt to graciously 

decline offer to purchase Dotter property.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

7. Approve attendance at WCFA fall meeting – November 6, 2009.    Motion by Rankin, second by Eisenman to 

approve attendance at WCFA fall meeting, authorizing mileage and per diem for Committee members attending.  

All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

8.  Approval of 2010 Annual Work Plan.  Kevin presented and explained the Annual Work Plan.  Motion by 

Eisenman, second by Berndt to approve 2010 Annual Work Plan and forward for approval to County Board of 

Supervisors.  All ayes.   Motion carried.  
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9.  2010 Budget update.  Kevin updated the committee on the job sharing of the Program Assistant and the 

upcoming retirement of Steve Huth, Forestry Worker.  Sharing a half time employee with the Highway 

Department and union crossover issues were also discussed.   

 

11. WDNR Report - Bill Groth. Bill Groth, Forestry Liaison, reported that Rick Weide, DNR Wildlife Biologist 

had brought down the water level in Trapper Morrison Pond to enhance wildlife habitat.  The DNR is still 

interested in selling the old DNR station.  

 

12. Review Administrator's written report.  Kevin reported on Biomass Harvesting Guidelines, the upcoming fall 

timber sales and the Light Utility Vehicle Pilot Program.  The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and 

placed on file. 

 

13.  Close timber sales.   

 T021-08 Rick Graap   Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T035-06 Marshall Logging  Close and refund Bond 

 T010-07 NewPage Corporation  Close and refund Bond 

 

Motion by Eisenman, second by Fox to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

15. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meetings are set as follows: 

Monday, October 5, 2009 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158   

Monday, November 2, 2009 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 158 

 

16. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Eisenman, second by Berndt to adjourn at 11:10 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Deb Gerdes 


