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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, October 10, 2011 @ 8:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox, Don Nelson and John Bailey 

 

Visitors:  Bill Groth, Joan Giusto, Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

October 10, 2011 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called to 

order by Chair Graham Rankin at 8:30 a.m.   

 

2. Approve minutes of September 12, 2011 meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Berndt to approve 

minutes of September 12, 2011 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on 

file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Joan Giusto appeared on behalf of the 

Harrison Hills ATV Club, and reported that at the last Club’s meeting several issues were discussed, 

among them ATV/LUV use in the city of Tomahawk.  Joan requested that status review of the Theis 

Road trail and shelter funding be put on next month’s agenda, and advised new maps are completed.  

Clarification was made regarding reimbursement for grooming of state funded snowmobile trails and 

using proper timesheet documentation for state audit.  

 

5. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received. 

 

6. Annual Work Plan.  Kevin presented and explained the Annual Work Plan. Joan Giusto requested 

Theis Road Trail be included in the plan. Motion by Nelson, second by Fox to approve 2012 Annual 

Work Plan with inclusion of Theis Road Trail, and forward for approval to County Board of 

Supervisors.  Discussion was held regarding trail development and wetland issues.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried.  

  
7. Five-Year Recreation Plan.  Draft copies were distributed and reviewed. Discussion was held resulting in 

several changes/additions  to the draft.  Kevin reminded the Committee that surveys have been sent out and 

open house dates confirmed as follows:  October 11 at Sara Park in Tomahawk and October 13 at 

Lincoln County Service Center.  Both open houses will run from 6:00 p.m. through 8:00 p.m. 

  

8. Approval of budget modification.  Kevin explained budget modification regarding ATV grants. 

Motion by Bailey, second by Nelson to approve budget modification.  All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

9. Approve attendance at WCFA Fall Meeting – November 4, 2011.  Kevin advised the meeting will be 

held in Minocqua, but no agenda is available yet.  Motion by Bailey, second by Berndt to approve 

Committee attendance, authorizing mileage and per diem for members attending the WCFA fall 

meeting.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

10. Confirm date and authorize advertising for fall timber sale.  The fall timber sale will be held on 

Monday, December 12, 2011.  Discussion was held regarding possibility of holding Timber Sales and 

Committee meetings separately. Motion by Rankin, second by Nelson to authorize advertising for the 

fall timber sale.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
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11. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill reported that all the County’s fall timber sales look good and that 

the fire danger has been elevated due to recent dry and windy weather.  

 

12. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin confirmed that his request to the DNR to lower the 

hazard rating for the Harrison Dam was approved.  The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and 

placed on file. 

 

13. Close timber sales.  

 T034-10 Twin Forest Products  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit  

  

Motion by Bailey, second by Berndt to close sale per Kevin’s recommendation. All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

14. Closed Session. Convene into closed session pursuant to §19.85 (1) (c). Review job performance of 

the County Forest Administrator.  Motion by Bailey, second by Berndt to convene into closed session 

authorizing Kevin to remain for closed session. Roll call vote taken. Rankin-aye, Berndt-aye, Fox-aye, 

Nelson-aye, Bailey-aye. Motion carried.  

 

Motion by Berndt, second by Bailey to reconvene into open session. Roll call vote taken. Rankin-aye, 

Berndt-aye, Fox-aye, Nelson-aye, Bailey-aye. Motion carried.  

 

15. Open Session. Take any necessary action on items discussed during closed session.  Motion by 

Berndt, second by Bailey to approve a favorable evaluation of Kevin Kleinschmidt, Forestry 

Administrator, and authorize step increase.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

16. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry Land & Parks Committee Meeting will be held on 

Monday, November 14, 2011 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107. 

 

17. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Fox to adjourn at 10:20 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


