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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, November 14, 2011 @ 8:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox, Donald Nelson and John Bailey 

 

Visitors:  Fred Heider, Bill Groth, Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

November 14, 2011 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called 

to order by Chair Graham Rankin at 8:30 a.m.   

 

2. Approve minutes of October 10, 2011 meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Berndt to approve 

minutes of October 10, 2011 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on 

file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

5. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received. 

 

6. Establish goals for the 5-Year Recreation Plan.  Fred Heider, North Central Wisconsin Regional 

Planning Commission, appeared to report on Plan progress.  Mr. Heider advised that surveys were sent 

out, the Plan was advertised and 2 Open Houses were held.  Information from surveys, open houses and 

from a variety of other plans was presented to the committee for consideration.  Discussion followed.  

Goals and objectives were established for the new 5-Year Recreation Plan. 

  

7. Discuss recommendations for the 5-Year Recreation Plan.  Recommendations were discussed, the 

draft plan was reviewed and several modifications were made.  The final version of the plan will be 

presented for review and approval at the December meeting.  

 

8. Approve Sustainable Forestry Grant application.  Kevin advised that he submitted an application for   

Sustainable Forestry Grant money to make repairs on Krueger Firelane for timber and recreational 

access to the County Forest and to implement proper BMP’s for water quality due to forest certification 

issues. His request was unsuccessful on the first round of approvals for this grant, but will be re-

submitted for the second round of approvals. 

 

9. Pine Lake ATV trail.  Kevin reported that he, along with Jerry Jagmin, Highway Commissioner, 

found a possible route for this trail that would avoid having to go through Theis Pit. Kevin explained 

more research will be conducted to address wetland, highway right-of-way and private property issues.  

The goal is to be ready to apply for funding of this trail by the end of the upcoming summer.  Discussion 

followed.  

 

10. ATV Shelters.  Kevin advised that the ORV Council did not approve funding for the ATV shelter.  

Discussion followed.  Kevin will re-submit this request to the ORV Council next year.  

 

11. Future timber sale bidding procedure.  Kevin suggested the possibility of holding future timber sale 

bid openings separate from Committee meetings. Discussion followed.  Committee consensus is to keep 

the procedure as is at this time.  
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12. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill reported that the Forestry Strategic Plan was reviewed and the 

DNR will be conducting a timber sale on state land in Lincoln County on November 30, 2011. 

 

13. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin advised that work on removing the federal liens on 

the Town of Bradley tax deed parcel is still being conducted.  Discussion followed. The Administrator’s 

written report was reviewed and placed on file.  

 

14. Close timber sales.  

 T001-10 Potlatch  Close and refund Cash Bond 

 T015-11 Graap Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit  

 T015-10 Bruce Dassow  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T002-07 DeBoth Bros.  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T014-07 DeBoth Bros.  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T013-10 Futurewood  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T008-10 Smola Bros.  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

  

Motion by Berndt, second by Fox to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation. All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

15. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry Land & Parks Committee Meetings are set as follows:

 Monday, December 12, 2011 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 156 

 Monday, January 9, 2012 at 8:30 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

 

16. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Berndt to adjourn at 9:45 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


