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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, December 12, 2011 @ 9:00 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 156 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, David Fox, Donald Nelson and John Bailey 

 

Visitors:  Bill Groth, Mike Lietz, Joan Giusto, Bryan Plautz, Dean Johnson, John Rautiola, Jonelle 

Bushor, Rick Graap, Kevin Kleinschmidt, Dean Bowe, Lee Rahlf, Luke Nigon and Sherrie Zortman 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

December 12, 2011 in Conference Room 156, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called 

to order by Chair Graham Rankin at 9:00 a.m.   

 

2. Approve minutes of November 14, 2011 meeting.  Motion by Berndt, second by Fox to approve 

minutes of November 14, 2011 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on 

file. 

 

4. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  Joan Giusto inquired if the Forestry 

Committee ever meets in Tomahawk and was advised the Committee has always met in Merrill.  

 

5. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received.  Kevin advised the time extension for 

final payment due on the tax delinquent parcel John and Wendy Plaskey are attempting to purchase 

expires next month. They are still working with their attorney to remove federal liens that exist on the 

parcel, and another extension may be required. Kevin will view new tax delinquent parcels with the Tax 

Delinquent Property Evaluation Team this week. 

 

6. Approve 5-Year Recreation Plan.  Final copies of the Plan were sent to committee members prior to 

the meeting for review.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Bailey, second by Nelson to approve the 

Lincoln County Outdoor Recreation Plan and present it to the County Board of Supervisors for approval.  

All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

7. Direct sales for biomass.  Kevin explained that in some isolated situations, a timber sale has been 

completed except for biomass remaining on the job site and markets for this product are currently very 

erratic.  It can take 6 months or more to sell the biomass left on the sale.  Contractors have large 

Irrevocable Letters of Credit that they pay to maintain on these sales with a few hundred dollars of 

biomass left.  Kevin spoke to the DNR about this issue and proposed that under these circumstances, the 

original job be closed and LOC returned, and a direct sale opened for the biomass with a smaller cash 

bond retained. Discussion followed.  Motion by Bailey, second by Fox to approve closure of timber 

sales that are completed with only biomass remaining on the job site, return Irrevocable Letters of Credit 

and open direct sale for utilizing biomass along with  retaining a cash bond for direct sale.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

8. T035-11 Direct Sale.  Kevin advised that Timber Sale T020-09 has approximately 20 cords of spruce 

left on the site that the contractor could not harvest due to wet conditions.  Kevin requested that this sale 

be closed and Irrevocable Letter of Credit returned, and a direct sale be opened retaining a $500 cash 

bond to complete the sale.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Nelson, second by Berndt to close Timber 

Sale Contract T020-09, set up new Direct Sale T035-11, and develop a policy for future out of the 

ordinary sale extensions that may occur.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
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9. Fifteen-Year Land Use Plan additions.  Kevin reviewed several previously approved policies that 

need to be added to the Plan due to forest certification issues. Motion by Nelson, second by Berndt to 

adopt additions to the Fifteen-Year Land Use Plan and forward to the County Board of Supervisors for 

approval.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

11. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Mike Lietz reported that the Division of Forestry Strategic Plan 

received comments and final draft will be out on December 22.  A salvage sale is being conducted in 

Council Grounds State Park, and the DNR has hired 12 new foresters statewide.  

 

12. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin advised the Annual Work Plan will be forwarded to 

the County Board for approval, and the second snowmobile supplemental payment will be sent out to 

the clubs this week to wrap up last year’s snowmobile program. The Highway Dept. timber sale is also 

currently being harvested.  The Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed on file.  

 

13. Close timber sales.  

 T019-09 Smith Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T020-09 Smith Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit  

 T031-10 Friske Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T022-07 DeBoth Bros.  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T025-10 Graap Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T011-11 Graap Logging Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T006-11 Northwest Hwd Close and refund cash bond 

  

Motion by Rankin, second by Bailey to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation. All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

14. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry Land & Parks Committee Meetings are set as follows: 

 Monday, January 9, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

 Monday, February 13, 2012 at 9:00 a.m., LCSC, Conference Room 107 

 

The meeting recessed at 9:45 a.m.  

The meeting resumed at 10:00 a.m. 

 

10. Open timber sale bids – 10:00 a.m.  Kevin welcomed those present, made introductions and 

explained the bidding procedure.  Kevin advised that Lincoln County’s annosium root rot spraying 

policy will take affect with the spring 2012 timber sales and is available for inspection by request.   

Timber sale bids were opened and read.  A total of 79 bids on 16 jobs were opened. 

 

15. Award timber sales bids.  The timber sale bids were reviewed by the Committee.  The total 

estimated value for the 16 jobs sold was $799,102.20.  Motion by Fox, second by Bailey to allow Don 

Nelson to abstain from vote.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  Motion by Berndt, second by Bailey to award 

sales to apparent high bidders pending any necessary reference checks.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

16. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Berndt to adjourn at 10:45 a.m.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


