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Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee 

Minutes of Monday, September 12, 2011 @ 8:30 A.M. 

Lincoln County Service Center Conference Room 107 

801 N. Sales St., Suite 106, Merrill, WI 54452 **715-539-1034 

 

Members Present: Graham Rankin, Richard Berndt, Don Nelson and John Bailey 

 

Members Absent:  David Fox (Excused) 

 

Visitors:  John and Wendy Plaskey, Bill Groth, Gary Hilgendorf, Will Duckett, Jerry Jagmin, Kevin 

Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 

   

1. Call meeting to order.  The Lincoln County Forestry, Land and Parks Committee met on Monday, 

September 12, 2011 in Conference Room 107, Lincoln County Service Center.  The meeting was called 

to order by Chair Graham Rankin at 8:30 a.m.  David Fox was excused.   

 

2. Approve minutes of August 8, 2011 meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Bailey to approve 

minutes of August 8, 2011 meeting as printed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Review year to date budget report.  The Committee reviewed year to date budget report and placed on 

file. 

 

5. Comments from members of the public or invited guests.  No comments. 

 

6. Open and award any land sale bids.  No bids were received. 

 

3. Plaskey request for extension on tax delinquent parcel payment.  John and Wendy Plaskey appeared 

to advise that 3 federal liens exist on the tax deed parcel they are attempting to purchase from the county 

in the Town of Bradley.  Wendy Plaskey requested that the county give them an extension on final 

payment to look into the possibility of removing the liens. Kevin met with Corporation Counsel and 

Zoning to discuss pending issues.  Discussion followed.  Motion by Bailey, second by Rankin to extend 

time for payment due on parcel of tax delinquent land for 120 days.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

  

7. County’s role in snowmobile trail maintenance.  Kevin referred to past discussions regarding this 

issue and advised that two snowmobile clubs are willing to take over maintenance of the sections of 

snowmobile trail that the county has been maintaining. Will Duckett and Gary Hilgendorf from the 

Knight Owls Snowmobile Club appeared to confirm their clubs willingness to maintain these trails. 

Kevin also received verification from L&L Tree Dodgers Snowmobile Club for their commitment to do 

the same. Discussion was held regarding winter ATV trail maintenance and loss of grant income to the 

Forestry Departments budget.  Kevin advised that sharing employees with the Highway Department will 

offset loss of grant income and will also help fill an upcoming vacancy within the Highway Department. 

This item is next on the agenda. Motion by Bailey, second by Nelson to turn over complete management 

of county maintained snowmobile trails to the snowmobile clubs starting with the upcoming season.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

8. Sharing worker with Highway Department.  Due to decreased work load as a result of previous 

agenda item, Kevin proposed that the Forestry Department make an employee available to the Highway 

Department in winter, similar to what is currently practiced in the summer between the departments.  

Jerry Jagmin, Highway Commissioner, appeared to support Kevin’s request.  Issues have been worked 

out with payroll and Finance.  Discussion was held regarding training and sharing equipment between 

departments.  Motion by Nelson, second by Berndt to approve sharing a worker between the Forestry 

and Highway Departments in winter. All ayes. Motion carried.  
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9. Five-Year Recreation Plan update.  Kevin reported that the Forestry Departments portion of the draft 

plan is complete and has been forwarded to North Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission for 

their input. Surveys have been sent out and open house dates confirmed as follows:  October 11 at Sara 

Park in Tomahawk and October 13 at Lincoln County Service Center.  Both open houses will run from 

6:00 p.m. through 8:00 p.m. 

 

10. Ordinance changes.  Kevin explained proposed amendments to the Lincoln County General Code, 

concerning Chapters 16 and 19, which he worked on with Corporation Counsel and the Recreation 

Officer.  Discussion was held regarding handicapped/disabled hunter permits and access.  Motion by 

Rankin, second by Berndt to approve amendments to Lincoln County General Code, Chapters 16 & 19 

as presented, and forward to County Board for approval.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

11. Recreation Program.  Kevin advised improvements have been ongoing to county trails, parks and 

campgrounds, but due to limited staff and budget constraints, is requesting input to determine future 

direction and goals for this program and how to promote county recreational facilities.  Discussion 

followed. More discussion on this issue will take place with the 5-Year Recreation Plan update. 

 

12. WDNR Report – Bill Groth.  Bill reported the DNR met with the County Forestry Staff for the 

Annual Partnership Meeting last week.  Timber harvest goals, wildlife projects, forest certification 

issues and time standards were among items discussed at the meeting.  

 

13. Review Administrator’s written report.  Kevin advised that he submitted an application for 

Sustainable Forestry Grant money to make repairs on Krueger Firelane, but did not receive funding.  He 

will continue to submit applications for this request.  A formal request to the DNR to lower the hazard 

rating for the Harrison Dam was made.  Also, funding is available to local units of government to 

improve town roads  through the Wisconsin DOT.  The timber sale on the Landfill property for their 

expansion project has been completed and will be advertised and sold at the fall 2011 bid opening.   The 

Administrator’s written report was reviewed and placed on file. 

 

14. Close timber sales.  

 T007-10 Smola Brothers  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit  

 T018-10 Smola Brothers  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit 

 T025-09 Graap Logging  Close and return Irrevocable Letter of Credit  

  

Motion by Berndt, second by Bailey to close sales per Kevin’s recommendation. All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

15. Set next meeting date.  The next Forestry, Land and Parks Committee meetings are set as follows: 

Monday, October 10, 2011 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

Monday, November 14, 2011 at 8:30 a.m., Lincoln County Service Center, Conference Room 107 

 

16. Adjourn meeting.  Motion by Nelson, second by Rankin to adjourn at 9:50 a.m. All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Kevin Kleinschmidt and Sherrie Zortman 


