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Lincoln County Land Services Committee 

Minutes of Thursday, January 8, 2015    2:00 pm 
Lincoln County Service Center, Room #156 

 
Members Present: Julie Allen, Loretta Baughan, Hans Breitenmoser Jr, Jeff Hetfeld, R. Wayne Plant & Curtis Powell. 
Visitors: Diane Wessel; Land Services Administrator, Sarah Koss; Register of Deeds, June Winters; Zoning Program Assistant, Marge 
Johnson; Real Property Lister, Jared Haas; Land Information Manager, Nancy Bergstrom; Corporation Counsel, and 3 others.    
Supervisor Rusch was excused.   
 
1. Call Meeting order - Meeting was called to order by Chairman Powell at 2:00 p.m.  
 
2. Approval of the December 11, 2014 Land Services Committee Minutes – M/S Baughan/Allen to approve the minutes.    

Motion carried 5-0.      
 
3. Public Comment - There was no public comment. 
 
 

REGISTER OF DEEDS -    
 

4. Resolution to approve updated contract for non-certified copies of filings and recordings via CD-ROM and FTP Upload – Koss 
briefly explained the resolution to the Committee and the need for it.     Due to recent requests, this resolution will update a 
2001 resolution that allowed their office to provide non-certified photo copies of documents.   This updated resolution will 
allow them to enter into a contract to provide it digitally.     Corporation Counsel updated the wording to include this method. 
 
M/S   Allen/Plant to approve the resolution as proposed.    There was brief discussion on the specifics of the data transfer 
aspect of the process.    Motion carried 5-0.   It will be forwarded to the County Board on the January 20, 2015 County Board 
meeting.     
 

 

LAND SERVICES DEPARTMENT  
 
5. Agency Updates – Wessel just noted that Peggy Winter had sent a USDA News Release for their information and it was 

included in their packets.     
 

*  2:44 p.m. Chairman Powell asked for a break from discussing agenda item #7 to give Matt Peplinski, from the Farm Services 
Agency to give an agency update (he wasn’t present when the Committee got to that in the agenda).   Peplinski spoke to give 
an update.  He said that they recently held their 2015 election and once again Hans Breitenmoser Jr. was elected to the FSA 
Committee and will serve as the FSA representative to the Land Services Committee.    They have recently completed the new 
Farm Bill sign-up for the dairy program (Market Protection Program).   They are in the middle of the new sign-up for the 
commodity program (RPLC).    FSA is working jointly with UW Extension to hold producer meetings and training on new 
regulations & changes.   There is one of those meetings scheduled in this building on January 15, 2015 at 10:00 a.m.    He just 
wanted the Committee to know what the FSA was working on.  
 
At 2:46 p.m. the Committee moved to Item #8 on the agenda. 

 
 
6. Tax Roll report – Marge Johnson –   Marge Johnson, Lincoln County Real Property Lister, reviewed the report for the 

Committee.     There was discussion on the report.      (Hetfeld arrived at 2:08 p.m.)      This is just a report she prepares once a 
year on her own for information and shares with the Treasurer, Finance Director and the County Clerk for their information.   
Powell mentioned that this information would be beneficial to other entities.   Powell thanked Johnson for compiling the 
report. 
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7. Ordinance Review – Chapter 17 – Wessel shared that she has again met with NCWRPC to discuss the recommended ordinance 
updates under the current scope of work & contract with them.    
 
Wessel reviewed that since last Committee meeting she is working with NCWRPC on language for the policy consideration 
changes that the Committee had agreed on:  Cell Tower regulation; to mirror the state minimums.   Stormwater & Erosion 
Control; we would not be exercising our authority.    Wind Towers (large); we would not exercise our authority.   At last 
month’s meeting we did not get through Small Wind Towers & Livestock Facility considerations & those still need to be 
discussed at Committee level. 
 
 
She said that today she was going focus on Land Use considerations & certain specific Definitions in Chapter 17 under the 
current scope of work with NCWRPC.      She reminded the Committee that Chapter 17 is not a code that is state mandated so 
anything we enforce is strictly our regulations.   She reviewed the issues and/or changes that are to be looked at either for 
clarity, consistency or threshold of regulation for: 
 
Accessory Structures needs to be clarified to be consistent throughout the different codes.   Wessel explained the definition 
includes the word “detached” and said that the issue was the difference between meaning “part of the home” or “incidental 
to the home”.  There was lengthy discussion on the different uses of the term.   Consensus was to leave the definition of 
“Accessory Structure” in Chapter 17 as it is currently. 
 
Private Garages needs to be reviewed for the use of words “accessory” & “licensed vehicles”.    Wessel suggested it needs to 
be worded to include attached garages, eliminate licensed vehicle restriction, discourages using garages as dwellings.    
Bergstrom questioned the use of the word “accessory” in the definition.    After some discussion the consensus was to make 
the changes that Wessel suggested and to also take the word “accessory” out of this definition. 
 
*   At 2:44 p.m. they briefly went back to agenda Item #5 and then to agenda item #8. 
 
2:49 p.m. the discussion on the Definitions continued.    To discuss the issues for threshold of regulations for the following 
three definitions: 
 
Adult Bookstore/Adult Entertainment was discussed.   Wessel discussed the problems that have come up with the current 
wording.     There was lengthy discussion on how to determine what should be allowed and how it should be worded.   The 
consensus was that the definition is fine as is. 
 
Junkyards were discussed.   Wessel said that this is the area where we have the most complaints and part of it is because our 
threshold for what is considered a junkyard may be too low.    There was discussion that some of the words in the definition 
need to be changed or eliminated.    The consensus was that certain words need to be eliminated   Powell said that things that 
have not been able to be enforced should possibly be removed.   Joe Polak was present from the Town of Schley said that 
they have had issues in their town where the county has not followed up on because it would not have the legal stance for 
enforcement.   Wessel said junkyards are the most difficult regulations to enforce because the definitions are not quantified 
to show where the threshold is.  Wessel said that her recommendation is that the towns should have more input on because 
most of the time the complaints come from the town.     Bergstrom said that these types of violations are most of the time 
impossible to rectify in court.   Polak wondered why the county could not bring someone in to clean up the violation and 
assess the property owner the amount on their taxes.   Bergstrom said that we as a county have no statutory authority to do 
that in Wisconsin.    Consensus was to take out “a)” in the current definition because it isn’t quantified. 
 
They went on to discuss quantifying the number of junk vehicles and/or any other waste [combine “b) & c)”].  Hetfeld asked 
why if it is not enforceable why are we even trying to.    Breitenmoser said that the concern is more the environmental hazard 
that is created by these violations.   Wessel said that the only thing that the DNR will enforce is if something is affecting the 
ground water.    Baughan said that she agrees with Hetfeld as far as not having rules we cannot enforce.    Bergstrom said that 
sometimes a person does follow through with a clean-up when it affects other aspects of their lives.  Breitenmoser said that 
we still have an obligation to the towns to enforce against these violations.     Powell said that he does believe that we still 
need to have a definition of a junkyard to deter the worst violations.   There was lengthy discussion on how to word this 
definition and he asked Wessel to come up with some better options of the definition of “junkyard” and bring to the next 
meeting for discussion. 
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Wessel then discussed the current definition of Cemetery and whether it should or should not include private burials as our 
current interpretation does.     Wessel’s opinion was that we should not regulate private burials.    There was discussion about 
who the responsibility falls on (Town or County) if there are issues.      The consensus was to leave private burials out of the 
definition by changing wording in the definition from (and) to (which is). 
 
Wessel spoke about what she hopes to cover at the next meeting and there was discussion by Wessel & the Committee on 
how to move forward.  

 
3:41 p.m. moved to #9 

 
8. Request for Proposals for Town of Bradley Parcel Mapping – Jared Haas reviewed the information that had been in the packets 

and gave the timeline for the process.  There was brief discussion by the Committee & Corporation Counsel. 
 
M/S Hetfeld/Breitenmoser to move ahead with the RFP subject to staff & Corporation Counsel wording approval.       Motion 
carried 6-0. 
 
At 2:49 p.m. the Committee returned to item #7 
 

9. Extension Request of Land & Water Resource Management Plan – Wessel reviewed the request for the Committee.    
Bergstrom questioned some of the wording in the grazing plans and Wessel said that that the term “dependent on staffing” 
needs to be added.   Bergstrom agreed on that wording. 
 
M/S Breitenmoser/Allen to approve with the change that counsel suggested and submit to the state the request for a 3 year 
extension.   Baughan had questions on the necessity of this plan & cost.     There was discussion on the extension request.    
Motion carried 6-0.    Chairman Powell signed the request. 
 

10. Department Report – Wessel briefly reviewed the department report that was included in the packets.   Allen had questions 
about the letters that were recently sent to land owners regarding a grant that has been applied for to help landowners 
(financially) to restore their shoreland buffers.  
 

11. Confirm next meeting/public hearing date – February 12, 2015 - Date confirmed.   Tentative time for meeting starting 1:00 
p.m. and the Public Hearing at 1:30 p.m. 

 
12. Adjourn – M/S Plant/Breitenmoser to adjourn at 3:54 p.m.    Motion carried all ayes. 

 
Minutes prepared by June Winters 


