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Lincoln County Board of Supervisors 
Meeting: December 17, 2019 

 The Lincoln County Board of Supervisors met at the Lincoln County Service Center, 801 N Sales Street, 
Room 257, Merrill, WI in session assembled pursuant to law.  Chair Lee called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., 
Pledge of allegiance followed.  Roll was called with the following present:  Allen, Ashbeck, Bialecki, Bolder, 
Breitenmoser, Callahan, Gilk, Gorski, Hafeman, Heller, Koth, Lee, Loka, Nowak, Panfil, Ratliff, Rusch, Saal, 
Voermans, Weaver, and Woellner (21). Excused: Mueller  
4.  Announcements/Recognitions/Awards/Appointments 
 A. Announcements: None 
 B. Service Recognitions for December 2019:  
  10 Years: Roger Sir, Sheriff’s Office 
  15 Years: Lee Rahlf, Forestry Department 
  25 Years: Steven Koch, Highway Department 
 D. Appointments & Re-Appointments: 

1) Re-appointment of Craig A. Lau to Civil Service Commission (Term expires 12/31/2024) M/S Heller/Ratliff 
to re-appoint Craig A. Lau to Civil Service Commission (Term expires 12/31/2024). Motion carried by a voice 
vote. 

2) Appointment of Curtis Powell to Zoning Board of Adjustment to fill the unexpired term of Ron Hornisher 
(Term expires 6/30/2022) M/S Allen/Voermans to Appoint Curtis Powell to Zoning Board of Adjustment to 
fill the unexpired term of Ron Hornisher (Term expires 6/30/2022). Motion carried by a voice vote. 

3) Re-appointment of Lonn Lamer to Zoning Board of Adjustment (Term expires 6/30/2022). M/S 
Heller/Hafeman to re-appoint Lonn Lamer to Zoning Board of Adjustment (Term expires 6/30/2022). 
Motion carried by a voice vote. 

4) Re-appointment of Mike Prain to Zoning Board of Adjustment (Term expires 6/30/2022) M/S Ratliff/Heller 
to re-appoint Mike Prain to Zoning Board of Adjustment (Term expires 6/30/2022). Motion carried by a 
voice vote. 

5) Appointment of Tara Schneider to ADRC-CW Advisory Committee (Replaces Heidi Jarvis, Term expires 
4/30/2020) M/S Nowak/Heller to appoint Tara Schneider to ADRC-CW Advisory Committee (Replaces 
Heidi Jarvis, Term expires 4/30/2020). Motion carried by a voice vote. 

5.  Approval of the Journal: M/S Heller/Hafeman to approve the November 12, 2019 minutes as presented. Motion 
carried by a voice vote. 

6. A. Letters: None 
 B. Memorials: None 
7. Reports of Standing & Special Committees: 
 A. Administrative & Legislative Committee: Aging & Disability Resource Center Annual Report – Executive 

Director (Jonette Arms) Ms. Arms gave an overview of the annual report and answered questions. 
 B. Finance Committee: 2019 Year-to-date Report – Finance Director (Dan Leydet) Mr. Leydet gave an 

overview of his report and answered questions. Report was placed on file. 
 C. Administrative & Legislative Committee: Administrative Coordinator’s Written Report – November - (Jason 

Hake) Mr. Hake gave an overview of his report and answered questions. Report was placed on file. 
8.  Resolutions and Ordinances 

A. 1) Resolution 2019-12-55  
Cancellation of County Checks 

 WHEREAS, it is in the business interest of Lincoln County that all County Checks be negotiated promptly, 
and 
 WHEREAS, the following checks have reached their expiration date, 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Lincoln County Board of Supervisors that the following checks be 
canceled and returned to the fund from which the check originated: 

DATE  CHECK #  NAME     AMOUNT 
08/2018 317083   BRAD LEDER    $  2.95 
09/2018 317240   SCOTT BIXBY    $  7.39 
10/2018 318118   STATE OF WISCONSIN   $  1.00 
11/2018 318369   BRANDY BODA    $22.68 
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11/2018 318399   COSMO THEATRE   $50.00 
11/2018 318818   JESIRAE A FORD    $81.64 
11/2018 318823   JANE M KUMMER   $49.77 
01/2019 319659   FOX VALLEY TECHNICAL COLLEGE $25.00 
03/2019 320498   TIMOTHY PREBEG   $  4.83 
03/2019 320616   PAUL COEY    $  9.14 
05/2019 321962   TRACY ZOBOROWSKI   $  6.74 
06/2019 322498   GREGORY LONGMILLER   $  3.00 

TOTAL  $264.14 
Dated:  December 13, 2019 
Introduced by:  Finance Committee    Committee Action: 5-0 on December 13, 2019 
 M/S Allen/Heller to adopt Resolution 2019-12-55. Discussion followed. Motion carried by a voice vote.  

2) Resolution 2019-12-56   
Designation of Public Depositories 

WHEREAS, provisions in Chapter 34 and Chapter 59 of Wisconsin Statutes require that counties designate public 
depositories; 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,   that the following banking institutions shall be and are hereby designated, 
until further action, as public depositories for all public monies coming into the hands of the Treasurer of Lincoln 
County, State of Wisconsin: 
 Associated Bank, Tomahawk, WI 54487 
 mBank, Merrill, WI 54452 
 BMO Harris Bank, Merrill, WI 54452 
 IncredibleBank, Merrill, WI 54452 
 Park City Credit Union, Merrill, WI 54452 
 Merrill Community Bank, Merrill, WI 54452 
 State Investment Pool, Madison, WI 53707 
 Tomahawk Community Bank, Tomahawk, WI 54487 
 Huntington Bank, Chicago, IL 60601 
 American Deposit Management, LLC, Delafield, WI 53018 
 U.S. Bank, Madison, WI 53703 
 PMA Financial Network, Inc. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the list of bank accounts on the accompanying schedule be approved 
for use by Lincoln County. 
Dated this 17th day of December 2019.  
Introduced by:  Finance and Insurance Committee Committee Action: Passed 5-0 on December 13, 2019. 
Fiscal Impact:  N/A 

M/S Heller/Koth to adopt Resolution 2019-12-56. Discussion followed. Motion carried by a voice vote.   
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3) Resolution 2019-12-57 
Accepting and Expressing Gratitude to Jim Schoneman for a set of 3 framed and matted prints done by local artist, 

Mark Mittlesteadt with an approximate value of $1000 
WHEREAS, Mark Mittlesteadt is a local artist who has captured Eagles nested in the New Wood, Lincoln County 
area on the Wisconsin River across from Highway 107; 
WHEREAS, three framed limited edition prints are being donated to Lincoln County by an employee of social 
services, Jim Shoneman, whose request is that they be displayed in a Lincoln County facility; and 
WHEREAS, the estimated value is approximately $1000. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the County Board of Supervisors accepts the donation for display in the County 
Board room. 
Fiscal Impact:  none 
Dated this 17th day of December, 2019 
Introduced by Social Services Committee Date Passed: December 4, 2019 Committee Vote: 3-0 
 M/S Bialecki/Gilk to adopt Resolution 2019-12-57. Discussion followed. Motion carried by a voice vote.  

4) Resolution 2019-12-58 
Approval of a New Position in the Department of Social Services – Social Worker 

WHEREAS, the 2019-2021 state biennial budget included a $25 million funding increase to the Children and Families 
Allocation (CFA) paid to counties, and  
WHEREAS, Wisconsin uses a state-supervise, county-administered system of child welfare with the CFA assisting 
counties with the costs associated with administering child welfare services, and  
WHEREAS, since 2009, referral for child protective services (CPS) increase by more than 40 percent, and 
WHERAS, over that same period, the CFA only saw an increase of 9.5 percent, forcing counties to pick up a growing 
share of costs associated with child welfare services, and  
WHEREAS, Lincoln County’s annual CFA allocation increased $168,327, and 
WHEREAS, the advocacy of this funding was successful based on data surrounding caseloads, retention and 
recruitment of social workers, and the opioid crisis on the child welfare system and the direct correlation to 
outcomes and timely permanency, and 
WHEREAS, LCDSS is requesting the addition of a full-time (1.0 FTE) social worker to reduce the caseloads and 
improve recruitment & retention, and 
WHEREAS, the Administrative Coordinator has recommended filing the new position, and  
WHEREAS, the Social Services and Personnel Committees have approved filling the proposed position. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lincoln County Board of Supervisors accepts the recommendation of 
the Social Services Committee and Personnel Committees and approves filling the new position. 
Dated: December 17, 2019 
Introduced by:  Social Services Committee 4-0 on 11/06/19 Personnel Committee 4-0 on 11/18/19 
Fiscal Impact: Not additional tax levy requested.  The estimated cost of a full-time social worker is $80,000.  
Position is 100% funded by increase in CFA.  

M/S Heller/Ratliff to adopt Resolution 2019-12-58. Supervisor Ashbeck abstained. Motion carried by a voice 
vote. 

5) Resolution 2019-12-59 
Approval of a New Position in the Department of Social Services – Child Welfare Support Specialist 

WHEREAS, when children are placed under a dispositional order, whether through delinquency or child protective 
services, it is the burden of the department to establish conditions for the family and to ensure access and 
availability of services, and  
WHEREAS, LCDSS has historically done this by contracting with vendors to offer a 4-month intensive in-home 
program, and  
WHEREAS, the needs of families have become more complex due to increase drug use and the impacts it has on 
families, and 
WHERAS, the current intensive in-home structure rapidly lost effectiveness due to poor family engagement and 
contract provider turnover, and  
WHEREAS, LCDSS proposes adding a Child Welfare Support Specialists (.80 FTE – 32 hours per week) to replace 
current contracted services, and 



96 
 
WHEREAS, the Child Welfare Support Specialist would be responsible for providing supports to families under 
dispositional order to meet conditions that the social worker is otherwise currently provider, and 
WHEREAS, the Administrative Coordinator has recommended filing the new position, and  
WHEREAS, the Social Services and Personnel Committees have approved filling the proposed position. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Lincoln County Board of Supervisors accepts the recommendation of 
the Social Services Committee and Personnel Committees and approves filling the new position. 
Dated: December 17, 2019 
Introduced by:  Social Services Committee 4-0 on 11/06/19 Personnel Committee 4-0 on 11/18/19 
Fiscal Impact: No additional tax levy requested.  The estimated cost of the proposed position is $50,000.  Position is 
funded by $40,000 savings in elimination of contracted services and $10,000 additional CFA.   
 M/S Nowak/Hafeman to adopt Resolution 2019-12-59. Supervisor Ashbeck abstained. Motion carried by a 
voice vote.  

6) Resolution 2019-12-60 
IN SUPPORT OF NSIGHT TELSERVICES’ APPLICATION FOR PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WISCONSIN (PSCW) 

FY2020 BROADBAND EXPANSION GRANT TO DEPLOY FIXED WIRELESS IN UNDERSERVED AREAS IN EASTERN 
LINCOLN COUNTY. 

WHEREAS, Nsight Telservices plans to deploy a Fixed Wireless broadband internet service for residential and 
business customers in eastern Lincoln County. With grant approval, Nsight Telservices will install fixed wireless 
equipment at five sites in eastern Lincoln and western Langlade County to serve eastern Lincoln County; and 
WHEREAS, Lincoln County Board of Supervisors understand that supporting Nsight’s fixed wireless broadband 
expansion project will enhance the likelihood of success for the project; and 
WHEREAS, a pledge of financial support from the Lincoln County increases the overall competitiveness of the 
application. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the County Board of Supervisors of Lincoln County financially supports 
Nsight’s application to the FY2020 PSCW Broadband Expansion Grant Program for the purpose of developing a fixed 
wireless broadband system that will dramatically improve broadband internet service to households and 
businesses in underserved rural areas of eastern Lincoln County and hereby pledges $5,000 in financial support 
contingent upon the grant award with funds to be dispersed to Applicant within twelve (12) months of date of 
award acceptance. 
Dated:  December 17, 2019 
Introduced by: Administrative & Legislative Committee Date Passed: 12/4/19  Committee Vote: 7-0  
Fiscal Impact: $5,000 contingent on award of broadband expansion grant  
 M/S Saal/Voermans to adopt Resolution 2019-12-60. Discussion followed. Motion carried by a voice 

B. 1) Ordinances 2019-12-684 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE GENERAL CODE OF THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN – CHAPTER 17, 17.2.03, ZONING 

ORDINANCE AS A RESULT OF A ZONING DISTRICT DESIGNATION PETITION BY THE LINCOLN COUNTY LAND SERVICE 
COMMITTEE FOR PROPERTY IN THE TOWN OF MERRILL 

The County Board of Supervisors of Lincoln County, Wisconsin, does hereby ordain: 
Chapter 17.2.03, Lincoln County Code, is amended such that approximately 5 acres described as being located in 
the SE/NW quarter of Section 31, T32N-R7E, in the Town of Merrill, tax pin# 014-3207-312-9977 is to be zoned to 
the General Business Zoning District (GB). 
Any areas designated as Wetlands on the Wisconsin Wetland Inventory Map will not be rezoned to upland. 
This ordinance shall take effect following its passage and publication. 
Dated:  12/17/19 
Introduced by: Land Services Committee Date Passed: 11-14-19 Committee Vote: 5-0  
Fiscal Impact: None 
 M/S Bialecki/Koth to adopt Ordinance 2019-12-684. Discussion followed. Motion carried by a voice vote. 
9.  Reports of Claims: None 
10.  M/S Breitenmoser/Allen to approve the mileage and per diem for this meeting.  Motion carried by a voice 
vote.  
11.  Next County Board Meeting:  Tuesday, January 21, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., at Lincoln County Service Center, 801 N 

Sales Street, Room 257, Merrill, WI 54452 
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12.  M/S Nowak/Heller to adjourn.  Motion carried by a voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m. 
 

STATE OF WISCONSIN) 
) SS 

COUNTY OF LINCOLN) 
 

I, Deborah A Rauchle, Deputy County Clerk in 
and for said Lincoln County, Wisconsin do 
hereby certify the within and foregoing is a true 
and accurate recital of all proceedings by and 
before the Board of Supervisors at their regular 
meeting, December 17, 2019. 

 
Deborah A Rauchle, Deputy County Clerk 
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