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*NOTE:  Additions to the Plan will be shown underlined and bolded; Deletions will be 

identified with strikethroughs. 

 

 

325   FOREST CERTIFICATION 

  The forest products industry is increasingly requiring their suppliers to verify that 

the raw materials being supplied have originated from well-managed forest lands.  

Third-party certification of forest lands is becoming the norm for objectively 

evaluating the sustainable management of forest lands.  To that end Lincoln County 

will commit to the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) and to the principles of the 

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) in the management of the Lincoln County 

Forest.  These certification standards fit within the framework of the County Forest 

Law program (§28.11, Wis. Stats.).  The Lincoln County Forest is certified to the 

standards of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) – Certificate #1Y943-S1.    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



505.3.8(c) and 505.3.8(d) are new additions to the Plan 

 

505.3.8(c) Logger Training Requirements 

Training requirement (effective on sales sold after 1/1/2006) 

The Purchaser is responsible for ensuring that the actual logging contractor engaged 

in performance of this Contract complies with the Wisconsin SFI (Sustainable 

Forestry Initiative) Training Standard as adopted by the Wisconsin SFI 

Implementation Committee (SIC).  Criteria for the standard can be found at the 

website www.fistausa.org/sfi_standards or by contacting the Forest Industry Safety 

& Training Alliance (FISTA).  The Purchaser agrees to provide documentation to 

the Seller that training has been attained prior to initiating sale. 

 

505.3.8(d) Soil Disturbance and Rutting                 

 The purchaser agrees to take all steps and precautions to avoid and minimize soil 

disturbances, such as soil compaction and rutting.  Excessive soil disturbance (as 

defined in Thresholds for Soil Disturbances or as determined by Lincoln County 

Foresters) will not be permitted.  If excessive soil disturbance (as defined in 

Thresholds for Soil Disturbance or as determined by Lincoln County Foresters) 

occurs in a timber stand or sale area due to poor judgment or poor practices on the 

part of the operator, the contract holder may be subject to a minimum penalty of 

$150.00.  Additional charges may be applied based on severity of rutting, amount 

of area affected by rutting, and/or if contact was made with the operator or 

contract holder by a Lincoln County or WDNR forester concerning potential 

rutting.  The additional charges will be determined by the Lincoln County Forest 

Administrator.  If a soil disturbance is excessive, the Purchaser will contact the 

Seller and together they will evaluate the disturbance and determine what actions, 

if any, are needed to repair or mitigate the effects of the soil disturbance.  Ruts 

deeper  than the minimum depth and /or shorter than the minimum length (as 

defined in Thresholds for Soil Disturbance)  may also be considered excessive at 

the discretion of Lincoln County Foresters.  Prior to sale completion the Purchaser 

shall restore soil disturbances to the Seller’s satisfaction. 

 

 

 

http://www.fistausa.org/sfi_standards


 

Thresholds for Soil Disturbances 

 

 Forest Infrastructure    Soil Disturbances are Excessive if: 

  

 Roads, Landings, Skid Trails and   A gully or rut is 6 inches deep or more 

General Harvest Area    and is resulting in channelized flow to  

       a wetland, stream or lake. 

 

 Roads, Landings, and Primary Skid  In a riparian management zone  

 Trails      (RMZ) or wetland, a gully or rut is 6  

       inches deep or more and 100 feet long 

      or more. In an upland area (outside of  

      RMZ), a gully or rut is 10 inches deep 

      or more and 66 feet long or more. 

 

 Secondary Skid Trails and    Gully or rut is 6 inches deep or more 

General Harvest Area    and 100 feet long or more. 

  

 NOTE:  The depth is to be measured from the original soil surface to the bottom of 

the depression. If individual lug depressions are visible, the depth would be 

measured to the lesser of the two depths (the “top” of the lug). The length is 

measured from the start of the “too deep” section to the end of the “too deep” 

section.   

 

505.3.8(c) (e)  Sale Supervision and Contract Violations 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



515.5 PUBLIC UTILITIES.  

  196.491(3e), Wis. Stats. created in 2006 is a law requiring a County 

(including County Forests), City, Village, Town, Public Board, or 

Commission to convey lands to an electrical utility for the purpose of 

constructing electric transmission lines.  Easements for public utilities 

will be considered by the Committee.  Underground installations will be 

encouraged.  The following main provisions shall be included in any 

County Board resolution granting permission for construction of any 

utility transmission line:  

a. Utility may be billed for merchantable forest products and existing 

 timber  reproduction. 

b. Utility may be billed for land removed from production due to right- 

  of-way  clearing for losses of future income and multiple use benefits.   

c. Land removed for utility operations that is no longer suited   

  “primarily for timber production or, that is no longer suitable for  

  scenic, outdoor recreation, public hunting & fishing, water   

  conservation or multiple use purposes” (§28.11(4)(c) Wis. Stats.)  

  may need to be withdrawn from County Forest Law designation. The 

  utility may replace any lands requiring withdrawal from County  

  Forest with other lands suitable for County Forest entry that are in  

  the forest blocking of the County Forest.  

d. Utility companies will be encouraged to use existing corridors and  

  underground lines to minimize disturbance to the County Forest and  

  native plants and animals.  

e. Merchantable timber will be removed in a manner approved by the  

  Committee.  Timber cut must be reported to the DNR on form  

  2460-1.  

f. Utility must provide notice of proposed route, including a map of  

  not less than 1 inch /mile, 90 days in advance of proposed   

  construction.  

g. Special maintenance, controlled access and signage concerns shall  

  be addressed in any proposal.   

h. An appropriate fee shall be charged for easements. 

 



710.1 PRIMARY ROADS 

 These roads are the primary roads accessing the County Forest.  They are designed, 

constructed, and maintained for year-round use. These roads serve as essential 

access corridors for multiple use management. These roads are graveled and 

routinely graded.  Vehicle use may be restricted at various times of the year to 

minimize physical damage to the road or to accommodate a groomed snowmobile or 

ski trail. 

 

 Forest roads in this category qualify for the County Forest Road Aids program.  

Roads must meet minimum design standards of a 16-foot surface width and a 20-

foot roadway width.  A yearly aid payment is used to maintain and improve these 

certified public roads.  The following table lists the roads currently certified under 

§86.31(1), Wis. Stats. 

 

LINCOLN COUNTY WDOT CERTIFIED ROADS 

(Add any roads or road sections to be improved and certified during next 15 years.) 

 

ROAD NAME LENGTH (MI) TOWNSHIP 

Horn Lake Road  3.70 Birch/Merrill/Schley 

Camp Ave.  6.60 Harding/Tomahawk 

Swamp Road  2.69 Tomahawk 

Cinder Road  2.70 Harrison 

Wildwood Ave  4.55 Tomahawk 

Poplar Road  2.66 Tomahawk 

Armstrong Creek Road  3.54 Tomahawk 

Ament Lake Road  0.71 Harrison 

High Lake Road  0.10 Harrison 

TOTAL 27.25 

“*(  ) Indicates the mileage of existing 

 

“*(   ) Indicates the mileage of existing roads that will be improved and certified 

during the next fifteen years.” 



(5) Management 

 

(a) A comprehensive county forest land use plan shall be prepared for a 10-year period by the county 

forestry committee with the assistance of technical personnel from the department and other interested 

agencies, and shall be approved by the county board and the department. The plan shall include land use 

designations, land acquisition, forest protection, annual allowable timber harvests, recreational 

developments, fish and wildlife management activities, roads, silvicultural operations and operating 

policies and procedures; it shall include a complete inventory of the county forest and shall be documented 

with maps, records and priorities showing in detail the various projects to be undertaken during the plan 

period. The plan may include an application for aids under s. 23.09 (17m). The application will be 

considered an annual application for these aids during the 10-year period of the plan. The initial plan shall 

be completed within 2 years from October 2, 1963 and may be revised as changing conditions require and 

shall be revised upon expiration of the plan period. 

 
28.11(5)(a)        

(a) On or before December 31, 2005, a comprehensive county forest land use plan shall be prepared 

for a 15-year period by the county forestry committee with the assistance of technical personnel from 

the department and other interested agencies, and shall be approved by the county board and the 

department. The plan shall include land use designations, land acquisition, forest protection, annual 

allowable timber harvests, recreational developments, fish and wildlife management activities, roads, 

silvicultural operations and operating policies and procedures; it shall include a complete inventory 

of the county forest and shall be documented with maps, records and priorities showing in detail the 

various projects to be undertaken during the plan period. The plan may include an application for 

aids under s. 23.09 (17m). The application will be considered an annual application for these aids 

during the 15-year period of the plan. The initial plan may be revised as changing conditions require. 

Upon the expiration of the initial 15-year plan period, and upon expiration of each subsequent 15-

year plan period, the plan shall be revised and shall be in effect for another 15-year period. If a plan 

under this paragraph is not revised upon expiration of the 15-year plan period, or if a plan under s. 

28.11 (5) (a), 2003 stats., is not revised on or before December 31, 2005, that plan shall remain in 

effect until such time as that plan is revised and the revised plan takes effect. 

 

28.11(5m)(c)        

(c) The department may choose not to make a grant to a county under this subsection if the county 

board for that county is more than one year delinquent in approving a comprehensive county forest 

land use plan or revised plan under sub. (5) (a). 

 

28.11(5r)(c)        

(c) The department may choose not to make a grant to a county under this subsection if the county 

board for that county is more than one year delinquent in approving a comprehensive county forest 

land use plan or revised plan under sub. (5) (a). 
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http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=xhitlist$xhitlist_x=Advanced$xhitlist_vpc=first$xhitlist_xsl=querylink.xsl$xhitlist_sel=title;path;content-type;home-title$xhitlist_d=%7bstats%7d$xhitlist_q=%5bfield%20folio-destination-name:'28.11(5)(a)'%5d$xhitlist_md=target-id=0-0-0-39597
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325   FOREST CERTIFICATION 

  The forest products industry is increasingly requiring their suppliers to verify that 

the raw materials being supplied have originated from well-managed forest lands.  

Third-party certification of forest lands is becoming the norm for objectively 

evaluating the sustainable management of forest lands.  To that end Lincoln County 

will commit to the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) and to the principles of the 

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) in the management of the Lincoln County 

Forest.  These certification standards fit within the framework of the County Forest 

Law program (§28.11, Wis. Stats.).  The Lincoln County Forest is certified to the 

standards of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) – Certificate #1Y943-S1.    

 
























