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APPENDIX A 

 

RECLAMATION PLAN CHECKLIST AND CODE CITATIONS 

 
 

IMPORTANT: The checklist below is based on a restatement of the reclamation plan requirements 

of s. NR 135.19. However, it is only a summary, and users should refer to the code text itself when 

interpretations are needed or in order to resolve any ambiguities. The checklist is included both to 

assist in the process of preparing and submitting a "complete" reclamation plan for review and for 

use by plan reviewers. There is no intent to imply that all items on this checklist are necessary in all 

reclamation plans. Should you have questions on the need for your plan to include a given item, 

please contact your regulatory authority. 

 

NR 135.19(1) PLAN REQUIRED. An operator who conducts or plans to conduct nonmetallic mining 

on or after August 1, 2001 shall submit to the regulatory authority a reclamation plan that meets the 

requirements of this section and complies with the standards of Subch. II. To avoid duplication, the 

reclamation plans may, by reference, incorporate existing plans and materials that meet the 

requirements of Chapter NR 135. 

 

Site Information: 

 
NR 135.19(2) SITE INFORMATION. The reclamation plan shall include information 

sufficient to describe the existing natural and physical conditions of the site, including, but 

not limited to: 

 

Maps: 

 
NR 135.19(2)(a) Maps of the nonmetallic mining site including the general location, 

property boundaries, the areal extent, geologic composition and depth of the 

nonmetallic mineral deposit, the distribution, thickness and type of topsoil, the 

approximate elevation of ground water, the location of surface waters and the 

existing drainage patterns. 

 

Note: Some of or all of the information required above may be shown on the same 

submittal, i.e. the site map required by par. (a) may also show topography required 

by par. (c). 

 

General Location: 

Property Boundaries: 

Areal Extent: 

Geologic Composition and Depth of the Mineral Deposit: 

Distribution, Thickness and Type of Topsoil: 

Approximate Elevation of Ground Water: 
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Location of Surface Waters: 

Existing Drainage Patterns: 

Existing Topography: 

NR 135.19(2)(c) Existing topography as shown on contour maps of the site 

at intervals specified by the regulatory authority. 

 

Note: Some of or all of the information required here may be combined to 

avoid duplication, e.g. a single map may show anticipated post-mining 

topography required by par. (c) as well as structures and roads as required 

by par. (d). 

 

Location of Manmade Features: 

 
NR 135.19(2)(d) Location of manmade features on or near the site. 

 

 
Previously Mined Areas: (IF APPLICABLE) 

 
NR 135.19(2)(e) For existing mines, a plan view drawing showing the 

location and extent of land previously affected by nonmetallic mining, 

including the location of stockpiles, wash ponds and sediment basins. 

 

Biological Information: 

 
NR 135.19(2)(b) Information available to the mine operator on biological resources, 

plant communities, and wildlife use at and adjacent to the proposed or operating 

mine site. 

 

Post-mining Land Use: 

 
NR 135.19(3) POST-MINING LAND USE. (a) The reclamation plan shall specify a 

proposed post-mining land use for the nonmetallic mine site. The proposed post-mining land 

use shall be consistent with local land use plans and local zoning at the time the plan is 

submitted, unless a change to the land use plan or zoning is proposed. The proposed post- 

mining land use shall also be consistent with any applicable state, local or federal laws in 

effect at the time the plan is submitted. 

 

Note: A proposed post-mining land use is necessary to determine the type and degree of 

reclamation needed to correspond with that land use. The post-mining land use will be key 

in determining the reclamation plan. Final slopes, drainage patterns, site hydrology, seed 

mixes and the degree of removal of mining-related structures, drainage structures and 

sediment control structures will be dictated by the approved post-mining land use. 
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NR 135.19(3)(b) Land used for nonmetallic mineral extraction in areas zoned under an 

exclusive agricultural use ordinance pursuant to s. 91.75, Stats., shall be restored to 

agricultural use. 

 

Note: Section 91.75(9), Stats., contains this requirement. Section 91.01(1), Stats., defines 

the term "agricultural use". 

 

Reclamation Measures 

 
NR 135.19(4) RECLAMATION MEASURES. The reclamation plan shall include a 

description of the proposed reclamation, including methods and procedures to be used and a 

proposed schedule and sequence for the completion of reclamation activities for various 

stages of reclamation of the nonmetallic mining site. The following shall be included: 

 

Earthwork and Grading: 

 
NR 135.19(4)(a) A description of the proposed earthwork and reclamation, including 

final slope angles, high wall reduction, benching, terracing and other structural slope 

stabilization measures. 

 

Topsoil: 

 
NR 135.19(4)(b) The methods of topsoil or topsoil substitute material removal, 

storage, stabilization and conservation that will be used during reclamation. 

 

Topography: 

 
NR 135.19(4)(c) A plan or map which shows anticipated topography of the 

reclaimed site and any water impoundments or artificial lakes needed to support the 

anticipated future land use of the site. 

 

Structures: 

 
NR 135.19(4)(d)  A plan or map which shows surface structures, roads and related 

facilities after the cessation of mining. 

 

Cost: 

 
NR 135.19(4)(e)  The estimated cost of reclamation for each stage of the project or 

the entire site if reclamation staging is not planned. 

 

Revegetation Plan: 

 
NR 135.19(4)(f)  A revegetation plan which shall include timing and methods of 

seed bed preparation, rates and kinds of soil amendments, seed application timing, 

methods and rates, mulching, netting and any other techniques needed to accomplish 

soil and slope stabilization. 
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Revegetation Standards: 

 
NR 135.19(4)(g) Quantifiable standards for revegetation adequate to show that a 

sustainable stand of vegetation has been established which will support the approved 

post-mining land use. Standards for revegetation may be based on the percent 

vegetative cover, productivity, plant density, diversity or other applicable measures. 

 

Erosion Control: 

 
NR 135.19(4)(h) A plan and, if necessary, a narrative showing erosion control 

measures to be employed during reclamation activities. These shall address how 

reclamation activities will be conducted to minimize erosion and pollution of surface 

and groundwater. 

 

Interim Reclamation: (OPTIONAL) 

 
NR 135.19(4)(i) A description of any areas which will be reclaimed on an interim 

basis sufficient to qualify for the waiver of fees pursuant to s. NR 135.41 and which 

will be subsequently disturbed prior to final reclamation. Descriptions shall include 

an identification of the proposed areas involved, methods of reclamation to comply 

with the standards in Subch. II and timing of interim and final reclamation. 

 

Criteria for Successful Reclamation 

 
NR 135.19(5) The reclamation plan shall contain criteria for assuring successful reclamation 

in accordance with s. NR 135.13. 

 

Certification of the Reclamation Plan 

 
NR 135.19(6) CERTIFICATION OF RECLAMATION PLAN. (a) The operator shall 

provide a signed certification that reclamation will be carried out in accordance with the 

reclamation plan. The landowner and lessee, if different from the operator, shall also provide 

signed certification that they concur with the reclamation plan and will allow its 

implementation, except as provided in par. (b). 

 

NR 135.19(6)(b) For the following situations, the landowner and lessee, if different from the 

mine operator, are not required to submit a written certification in accordance with par. (a). 

For these situations, the operator shall provide written evidence that the landowner and 

lessee, if different than the operator, have been provided with a written copy of the 

reclamation plan. 

 

1. The mine operator has submitted a reclamation plan for an existing mine in accordance 

with s. NR 135.18(1). 

 

2. The operator has submitted a reclamation plan for a new or reopened mine in accordance 

s. NR 135.18(2) which is located on land for which a lease agreement or memorandum of 

lease between the landowner and applicant was recorded prior to 8 months following 

December 1, 2000 (i.e. August 1, 2001). 
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Note: Please see the certification statement examples in Appendix G for more information. 

 
Financial Assurance 

 

NR 135.40(1-13) 

 
Note: Please see Appendix B, Part 11 and Appendix F for more information on financial 

assurance. 

 

Submitting the Plan 

 
NR 135.19(7) APPROVAL. The regulatory authority shall approve, approve conditionally or 

deny the reclamation plan in writing in accordance with s. NR 135.21(1)(f) for existing  

mines and s. NR 135.21(2) for new or reopened mines. Conditional approvals shall be issued 

according to s. NR 135.21(3), and denials of permit applications shall be made according to 

s. NR 135.22. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Reclaimed mine site located in Green Lake County. Badger Mining Corporation reclaimed the unconsolidated, 

bank-sand pit into a shallow lake with wetland habitat. The naturally contoured shoreline blends 

in well with the surrounding environment. The photograph was taken by Ryan Jakubowski. 


